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Finally...
Laurier's refugee
student arrives
on campus after
myriad problems
in Burmese
homeland
JOHN CARLAW
Cord International
After live months ol delay
Hser Ta Kay, WLU's World
University Service of Canada
(WUSC) refugee student
arrived in Canada on
Christmas day from his
refugee camp in Thailand,
Originally expected to
arrive in mid-
August and
begin his stud-
ies in the fall,
Hser had been
unable to
arrange an
interview with
Canadian
Immigration
officials sta-
tioned in the
Thai capital of
Bangkok.
A Burmese
refugee, Hser
had fallen into
a difficult sit-
nation due to
unfriendly Thai policies
towards refugees and diffi-
culties in travelling- to
Bangkok.
Thailand does not recog-
nize the Geneva Conventions
that govern the treatment of
refugees internationally,
while Burmese refugees
often face persecution there.
New immigration rules had
made it impossible for him to
obtain a visitor's visa, since
under Thai rules made after
his arrival he would have
had to have first apply from
the country he had just fled.
Though his camp was
located far from the capital,
Canadian Immigration offi-
cials initially expected him
to travel to Bangkok for an
interview. However, that
proved impossible because of
the presence of several
mili-
tary checkpoints along- the
way that required documen-
tation he could not obtain,
and a travelling a distance
that normally requires air
travel. Hser could not have
afforded that in any case.
Eventually, however, with
help from a non governmen-
tal organization (NGO) advo-
cating- on his behalf
Canadian officials granted
him a telephone interview,
which put in motion the
final processes that allowed
him to arrive.
Hser, whose name means
a 'star," fled Burma to avoid
conscription into the State
Peace Development Council
(SPDC). the brutal military
dictatorship that rules
Burma. The SPDC has
renamed the country
Myanmar - a name change
that is not recognized by
much of the international
community.
The SPDC has been in the
news over the last several
months in particular for its
refusal to allow access to
long jailed Nobel Laureate
and opposition leader Daw
Aung- Sun Kyi, who led the
National League for
Democracy (NLD) to a victo-
ry of 82% of Burma's parlia-
mentary seats in 1990, a vic-
tory the military quickly
annulled.
Hser originally fled to
Thailand in 3 999. After fin-
ishing high school away
from his hometown, he
describes how "I went back
to my village and the mili-
tary troops were there. They
controlled the whole area
around my village and tried
to force all young boys to
join the army. I was in a very
dangerous
position
because they
wanted me to
join the army
and fight
against my
own people.
"So 1 could
not live in my
village any-
more for fear
of arrest and
SPDC use of
violence on me
to join them.
"Moreover I
believe in
helping peo-
pie to live free
not to kill people. Therefore,
I refused to join the army
and escaped from my village
to Thailand."
User escaped to the
refugee camp where he
spent over three years by
walking at night for ten
days, "without enougil food,
water and rest." This was
necessary "because of fear-
ing for SPDC troops. If they
see anybody in the forest,
they just shoot without any
reason."
Hser Ta Kay finally arrives on
campus after months of turmoil
MacNeill signs with CFL
BERNARD DAWSON
Staff Writer
Wilfrid Laurier University
linebacker Kevin MacNeill
has become the latest
Golden Hawk to make it to
the ranks of the Canadian
Football League, signing' a
two year contract with the
Montreal Alouettes.
MacNeill is ecstatic at the
chance to prove himself at
the professional level but
knows that he has a long
road ahead of him.
"I'm excited," he said
before putting' the moment
in prospective.
"I still have to make their
roster, which is no easy
feat." MacNeill's contract is
non-guaranteed, meaning-
he must make the team or
his contract his nullified.
MacNeill will begin a train-
ing- routine and has hired a
personal trainer to help him
get into shape for the
Alouettes training camp.
One of MacNeill's biggest
fans is Laurier head football
coach Gary Jeffries, who
had nothing but good things
to say about his star.
"I'm absolutely thrilled
for him." said Jeffries, "he's
been a leader that's led by
example". MacNeill was
Laurier's leading tackier
this past season. He was also
named a CIS second team
all-Canadian at the end of
the 2003 season.
When asked why he
chose to sign with the
Alouettes, MacNeill simply
replied, "they wanted me".
He went on to describe a
phone conversation he had
with Montreal General
Manager Jim Popp, during
which Popp expressed a seri-
ous interest in the line-
backer. "They wanted to sign
me on the spot" was the way
MacNeill described the con-
versation.
He also discussed the
reaction he has been getting
from his recent signing,
calling the feed back "real
supportive, I've been getting
tonnes of e-mails and tonnes
of phone calls".
Montreal Alouettes train-
ing camp begins in May.
Dan Polishuck
Laurier linebacker Kevin MacNeill is "excited" at the prospect of playing for the Montreal Alouettes.
Medler faces additional charges
Numerous firearm charges added,
but Medler released on bail
WILBUR MCLEAN
Editor-in-Chief
Expelled All star running
back Derek Medler faces
more charges after a court
appearance on December 15.
Medler is now charged
with pointing a firearm,
possession of a prohibited,
loaded firearm and posses-
sion of a dangerous weapon
in addition to original
charges of forcible confine-
ment and accessory after
the fact in an attempted
murder.
On November 23, John
Xaysy, 21, was shot in the
leg and abdomen while in
his Kitchener home. Four
men, including Medler, were
charged in conjunction with
that incident.
Medler was released on a
$10,000 recognizance into
the custody of his parents.
Some of the conditions of
Medler's release include
staying at his parents'
Kitchener home unless he's
with them or working- at his
father's store under supervi-
sion. He is also not to pos-
sess any drugs or alcohol.
Medler, 22, was expelled
from Laurier after the first
two charges were pressed
and, in the same week, he
was banned from. CIS foot-
ball for four years after offi-
cials found traces of cocaine
in his system before the
OUA Yates Cup game in
November.
According to The Record,
Medler will be represented
by prominent Torontocrimi-
nal lawyer, Brian
Greenspan, who is currently
representing former
Toronto Maple Leafs player
Rob Ramage in his defense
against charges of impaired
driving causing death.
Medler is the only one of
the men accused in the inci-
dent that was released on
bail. Chuyen Nguyen, 19,
charged with attempted
murder, was denied bail and
will remain in custody until
his trial.
The other accused,
Quyen Van Dam, 38, ancl
Bernard Thamvongs. 23...
Continued on page 10
Continued on page2
...both elected to remain in
custody until trial. They, too,
face charges of attempted
murder.
This past year, Medler
had one of the best seasons
ever for a Laurier football
player.
He was named a second
team all-Canadian and set a
school record for rushing
yards in a season. His domi-
nant season saw him quickly
become a Canadian Football
League prospect.
Medler is scheduled to
appear in court again on
Friday, January 9.
News
Telaris always available?
Unable to access their grades over the
winter break, students become upset
and frustrated; IT Services denies
problems with online system
FRASER KING
Staff Writer
As noticed by many irate stu-
dents anxious for their final
grades or winter schedules
over the holidays, the Telaris
web information system was
down for the majority of the
holiday period.
While class schedules
were available on the main
Wilfrid Laurier University
website and course enrol-
ment was available through
the WLU bookstore website,
many students were
unaware
Telaris frustrates, page 7
The problem with
Telaris, page 8
and unable to prepare sched-
ules before classes.
"It wasn't until the end of
the break that I could get into
it," said Natasha Martens, a
third year student. "Even
now it's not working all the
time."
"I would check every day
[over the break] and there
was nothing," replied second
year student Carolina Arias.
Carl Langford. the WLU
Information Technology
Services Systems manager,
informed The Cord Weekly in
a written response that
"Telaris itself was always
available. It is basically a
'front-end' to some database
servers and there were some
problems with one of them,
which made it look as if
Telaris was down." The look
of the Telaris system being
down was responsible for stu-
dents being unable to access
the Telaris system according
to Lang-ford.
"Telaris itself has been
running' continuously for
about two years," noted
Langford. While the Telaris
system may have been run-
ning continuously, the
appearance of being down
prevented students from
accessing the system. While
accessing final grades could
be described as an annoy-
ance, many students were
unable to access their class
schedules until the first day
of class, adding more anxiety
to an already stressful first
day back.
The Telaris system first
began experiencing problems
during the week of December
14, and Langford noted that
the database server, which
was having problems, is
quite large with 68 disk
drives for data storage and
that the problem seemed to be
related to a couple of failing
drives.
While the solution
appeared to be simple,
Langford pointed out that
"drives were replaced, but as
it turned out this was the tip
of the iceberg," further not-
ing that "by the time every-
thing was done, several other
problems had been identified
and resolved." The gravity of
the situation was such that
the manufacturer of the
equipment, Sun, had to be
called in to aid with the iden-
tification of the problems.
While correcting the prob-
lems that the database
servers were stricken with,
the Telaris system was offline
more often than normal dur-
ing regular operation.
Langford noted that "In order-
to protect the data as much
as possible, we also scheduled
many more full backups than
is normal, which require the
database to be offline, and not
accessible to users for periods
of five to six hours at a time."
At the beginning of the
new semester the Telaris sys-
tem is now working properly.
Langford noted that "the sys-
tem has again been quite sta-
ble since the last changes
were made on December 29th
and we do not anticipate a re-
occurrence of the types of
outages experienced during
[the holidays]."
However, students seem to
be still experiencing prob-
lems. "I still haven't been able
to access the page," said
Lesley Gimble.
Even though changes
have been made to make the
page accessible, the informa-
tion on Telaris seems to be
slow in updating information
such as grades and class-
room locations further frus-
trating students.
"I couldn't get onto it
before," replied Tammy
Jadwiszczak, a third year
student. "Now that I can, it's
not even updated."
With files from Jennifer Asselin
Students were unable to view this website over the holiday due to technical difficulties. Telaris itself
was always available however there was a "front-end" problem that restricted access.
Turret numbers down
BERNARD DAWSON
Staff Writer
There once was a time when
Thursday night was the row-
diest night of the week and
the place to be was the
Turret.
However, this year the Turret
has experienced a downturn
in business that almost led to
the disappearance of Turret
Thursdays.
The problem is not limited
to the Laurier campus as
Wilfrid Laurier Students'
Union President Dan Herman
was quick to point out. ' All
the bars in the area have had
their sales go down."
The
problem, Herman explained,
seems to be that students are
not going; out as much as
they used to.
To some students it
seemed that Thursday nights
at the Turret had lost their
edge and numerous concerns
were brought to the Union.
"Thursdays were slower,"
Herman stated, "and we're
listening to the students who
want more variety."
Turret manager Chris
Stanley echoed the desire to
reform Thursday nights.
"We're not closing on
Thursday nights," he said
before adding, "we want to
make it the place tobe again".
While there are many the-
cries for the decrease in
Turret attendance being for-
warded by the Union, the new
underage policy is not one of
them.
Herman quickly discount-
ed this theory, saying- that
"there weren't that many
[underagers] being turned
away". Herman also
remarked that the current
limit of 80 underagers
allowed in the Turret at one
time is not being met on most
nights. It seems that for now
Turret Thursdays are safe
but students should expect
some changes to the program
of the formerly popular
night.
Matt Benassi
The Turret seems to be looking less and less popular for students with Thursdays taking an especially
large hit. The night club will remain open with possible program changes to
take place in the future.
Former student
takes own life
JENNIFER ASSELIN
News Editor
Former Wilfrid Laurier
University football player
Derek Cox recently took his
own life.
Cox, 22. had been living* in
Waterloo until December
2002. He finished the 2002
football season and wrote
exams in his first term as a
psychology major but did not
return to classes last
January. Instead, Cox took a
job in his hometown of
Petrolia where he lived with
his fiancee.
Cox primarily played
tight end and started in his
last two seasons as a Golden
Hawk.
In 2000 he was named
Laurier Football Rookie of
The Year.
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Ten questions with WLUSU Prez
JENNIFER ASSELIN
News Editor
1. With so few students voting
in student elections, how can
you feel you can adequately
address tne concerns of stu-
dents?
You can never fully address
every single concern unless
students bring you the con-
cerns.
If you get a 20% [elec-
tions] turnout evidently
that's not a large proportion
of the school coming out but
in a sense you take what you
can get and you still have to
make sure that all the com-
plaints and all the issues and
concerns on campus are dealt
with. If you get apathetic and
you say oh well, no one cares
then you really aren't doing
your job.
2. What is the point of having
in camera (secret) sessions:
The point of having in cam-
era sessions are that there
are certain issues, which are
at a level where it's informa-
tion that isn't going to affect
anything really. It's decisions
that deal with Human
Resource issues so it's infor-
mation that is private. If you
look at the legislation, that
information is private and
can't be disseminated pub-
licly. When I use them I want
to make sure that it's infor-
mation that has to be kept
private. It's always been for
something like that.
3. What further measures
will you take in order to
increase the transparency of
the Union?
I truthfully don't think
there's that big of a problem
of transparency. My office is
very open. I think that where
there's a bigger gap is in the
communication and that
there seems to be a break-
down that people don't think
that [the Union] is accessible
and I think that's almost a
marketing or an image prob-
lem that we've got to really
work on saying you know
"We're not hiding stuff, we're
a completely transparent
organization."
"I truthfully don't
think there's that
big of a problem of
transparency."
4. What is your reaction when
an ex-member of the Board
of Directors
says that the
board has "a blatant disre-
§ard for human rights" and
lat "You can feel the ani-
mosity sitting in the room.
You can feel hate every-
where" The Cord Weekly
December 10, 2003?
To be completely blunt, I
don't believe it at all.
Everyone knows that our
board is really eclectic and
very different. We've got peo-
ple from across the spectrum
of ideological theories but to
me, people have said it's per-
sonal but you know what if
people are taking- it personal-
ly they can choose to do that.
Its extremely unprofession-
al. I've criticized [board mem-
bers] and I'll continue to do
that but to say there's hate in
the room - I don't agree with
that but at the same time I'm
going to see it differently
than those two board mem-
bers. I wasn't in the line of
fire so they may see it that
way and I'll respect their
visions on that.
5. a) In light of recent events,
what are your feelings on stu-
dent representation with
regards to athletics?
In a school like Laurier
where athletics and football
are a very important part of
school and tradition here,
whenever something hap-
pens it turns into news.
Unfortunately, in these cases
it's two negative incidences
which are being highlighted
and we're kind of overshad-
owing the fact there's a lot of
positive that comes out of the
team. I think there's a lot of
merit to the representation
by student athletes it's just
lately it's been the other side
of the coin that's kind of
always shown up.
"I think it's
unfortunate that
that's how we
treated the
students but it's
just such a touchy
situation."
-Dan Herman, WLUSU
President, on the
suspension of football
players Melis and McGuffin
b) What are your thoughts on
the
way the university has
handled the situation with
the suspension of the football
players?
The suspension of Derek
Medler is a bit of" a simpler
issue given the doping inci-
dent. The suspension of Jeff
Meiis and Ryan McGuffin is a
bit more complicated, in the
fact that they have not been
[convicted] and the court is
still pending, however the
University decided that they
pose a significant enough
threat on campus that they
would prefer to not have the
students here. I think it's
unfortunate that that's how
we treated the students but
it's just such a touchy situa-
tion because of the fact that
you've got some students that
are getting hurt in the
process. you can't win in that
situation.
c) The accused students have
been banned from the univer-
sity before having been actu-
ally convicted of a crime. A
similar instance took place a
couple of years ago with the
Ezra St. riots where the uni-
versity disallowed criminally
charged students from being
on campus and the
Union took a stance saying
that they didn't approve of
the treatment of the students
since they had yet to be con-
victed.
Do you think that the
Students' Union should be
taking a stance on the issue
or is this not a concern for
you?
I think given how the situa-
tion has played out, I haven't
spoken to the students in
particular and I think for me
to say anything- I should
probably talk to them first or
have them come to me. From
my perspective, in the end we
represent all students and
the actions of our students.
When students do something
good or bad we mention it
and we talk about it. This is
no different. Part of me
thinks we should and part of
me thinks that the actions of
students outside of the uni-
versity sphere is something
that I will let the courts
decide and let the courts play
with. I think the University
should wait for the courts to
decide as well but I don't
think that, given the extreme
nature of this, this is some-
thing that we have to get
involved with,
6. What would you say is your
biggest accomplishment as
President of tne Students'
Union?
I'm hoping that the one thing
will be the completion of the
approval of the student lead-
ership center on campus,
which is now pending space
and funding. Also, with the
construction projects all
behind, being able to go to
the university and get money
for the non-traditional and
the off-campus students who
were really inconvenienced
by the fact that the accommo-
dations didn't live up to the
community that Laurier
talks about and the fact that
we fought for it and we were
able to get it is an accom-
plishment.
7. What is the biggest chal-
lenge for you personally
being the President of the
Students' Union?
I think one of the challenges
is that there's a lot of
restraints in this environ-
ment most of them coming
from funding. You come in
thinking that you could
change the world in two sec-
onds and then you realize
that you've actually got to
step back and you've got to
do a lot of work in order to
make a little change.
8. Is there any one situation
where you would change
what you did or how you han-
dled the situation and if so
what is it and what would you
have done differently?
In retrospect with regards to
deregulation. I think that at
the beginning there should
have been more focus on the
financial situation of the
school instead of focusing
solely on deregulation. You
suddenly learn very quickly
that everything is inter-relat-
ed and that deregulation is
just a bigger part of a finan-
cial fiscal crunch at this uni-
versity.
9. Earlier on this year the
university dealt with the
issue of volunteer safety. Has
anything been done with that
recently?
One of the things we've done
or are still in the process of
doing' is ensuring that when
we send our volunteers out to
events - one of the biggest
problems was with
Pikeeommg" which is when
all of this started and it was-
n't a professionally managed
event. So one of the thing's
that we've done is that all
events where our volunteers
are going, have to be profes-
sionally managed events
where you've got the bar staff
and security staff there
unlike certain events that
have occurred in the past
eight months.
10. What three things would
you bring with you on a
deserted island?
I'd bring- a book. The
Alchemist by Paulo Coelho,
an umbrella to shield me
from the sun and a radio.
Jennifer Asselin
Herman, WLUSU President, answers ten questions including those
on transparency, BOD relations and the football player suspensions.
Bag O' Crime
ATTEMPT THEFT 1915 HRS
TUE DEC 09/03
A resident at University
Place reported hearing a
loud noise in the lobby area-
Investigation revealed that
the vending- machine had
been damaged but no prod-
uct appeared to be missing,
A male suspect described as
35-40 years of age and
scruffy looking- is believed to
be responsible.
HARASSING TELEPHONE
CALLS FRI DEC 12/03
Two residents of Brieker
Residence reported receiving
numerous inappropriate
phone calls over the last two
weeks.
POSSESSION BREAK &
ENTER INSTRUMENTS
2250 HRS SAT DEC 13/03
A non-WLU male has been
charged with, possession of
break and enter instruments
when a pry bar was found in
Ms knapsack.
FALSE FIRE ALARM 0005
HRS SUN DEC 14/03
Person(s) unknown caused a
fire alarm at the King St.
Residence by activating a
pull station on the ground
floor. There was no sign of
smoke or fire.
CAUSE DISTURBANCE 0210
HRS SUN DEC 14/03
A fight between two male
students was broken up in
the 3rd floor lounge of" the
Nichols Ctre. The matter will
be forwarded to the Judicial
Affairs Council,
ASSAULT 0150 HRS SUN
DEC 14/03
A U'oW student assaulted a
WLU student on the dance
floor at the Turret.
The accused was jealous
because the victim was danc-
ing with his ex-girlfriend.
The victim did not'want any
further action taken against
the accused. The accused
was charged with using- false
identification to gain access
to the bar and was issued
with a written trespass
notice.
HARASSING TELEPHONE
CALLS 0315 HRS SUN DEC
14/03
Two residents of University
Place reported receiving
numerous phone calls from
an ex-boyfriend. A restrain-
ing order was suggested to
the complainants.
MISCHIEF FRI DEC 12/03 -
SUN DEC 14/03
Person(s) unknown caused
some damage to the ATM
machine outside Wilfs.
BREAK, ENTER & THEFT
SUN DEC 14/03 - MON DEC
15/03
Person(s) unknown broke
into an office in the
Academic Building and
removed a computer. The
computer was recovered a
short time after the incident
was reported. Waterloo
Regional Police Forensic
Identification unit was called
in to examine the scene for
evidence.
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Lettermen donate
CAITLIN HOWLETT
Production Manager
The skies cleared temporarily
on December 17 for Laurier
Athletics, as the Lettermen
Club made a sizable donation
to the local branch of'
Anselma House, an organiza-
tion belonging to the
Women's Crisis Services of
Waterloo Region.
Audrey Baird, the
Anselma House representa-
tive graciously received the
$1000 donation from
Lettermen President, Kevin
MacNeill, and several mem-
bers of his executive team,
including Head of Charities.
Rob Gmeindl.
The Lettermen are a
group of male athletes who
volunteer in the community.
Members of the Laurier
community also in atten-
dance included Athletic
Director, Peter Baxter, Dean
of Students, David
McMurray, and several of the
Laurier Athletics coaching
staff.
MacNeill made the final
decision to support the
organization. "Since I started
here at Laurier, [the
Lettermen] have always
donated to Anselma, but last
year's president failed to give
them any money," revealed
MacNeill, He felt it was time
to reintroduce a Lettermen
tradition.
Anselma House, which
provides emergency shelters
and services for abused
women and their children,
holds 50 beds in the sur-
rounding community, all of
which are full. Running at
118% of their capacity, they
have supported over 580 fam-
ilies this past year. The
importance of monetary
assistance such as the
Lettermens was highlighted
during the presentation.
"This is a wonderful dona-
tion that will go a long- way,"
said Baird, who went on to
explain that the money they
receive goes to help clothe
and feed the families they
support.
Baird told a touching-
story of a pregnant woman of
nine months who arrived at
their shelter severely beaten
throughout her entire preg-
nancy, Within days of her
arrival she gave birth to a 5
lb. baby girl, however there
was no ear seat for the police
to transport her in. The
money received, from charita-
ble donations ultimately
helped pay for a car seat for
the troubled mother and her
child.
"We've had an extremely
successful year," boasted.
MacNeill when discussing
the accomplishments of the
club. The success of Turret
events such as the Stop Light
party and the intramural
Women's Flag Football league
has translated into their gen-
erous donation. These two
events remain the club's
major sources of revenue.
Forging- into a new year,
Gmeindl hopes to support
local community centres
given the athletic back-
ground of the club. In the
past, the Lettermen have
worked alongside the Big
Brothers Association and
held events where children
attend varsity basketball
games at Laurier.
Ca it Ii n Howlett
The Lettermen Club donates a sizable amount of money to Anselma
House, part of the Women's Crisis Services of Waterloo Region.
News Bites
Bank robber caught
Thirty-three year old Scott
Edwin Drager has been
charged in the robbery of
four banks within
Southwestern Ontario
including the local TD
Canada Trust at 576 Weber
St. North.
The robbery in Waterloo
took place on Tuesday
December 16th as a man
entered the bank around
noon and passed a teller a
note demanding money. The
man then walked out with an
undisclosed amount of cash.
The other banks robbed
include a Royal Bank in
Harriston, CIBC in Blyth and
TD CanadaTrust in Arthur.
Drager was arrested on
December 29th in Lis towel
by Waterloo Regional Police
and the Listowel OPP.
Jennifer Asselin
BOD minus two
With the recent resignation
of directors Rishi Kumar
and Mike Borrelli, the
Wilfrid Laurier Students'
Union Board of Directors
will continue the year with
only 13 members.
A motion was passed dur-
ing the last board meeting*
before the holiday, which
stated that the two vacant
positions would remain
empty. The board felt that if
new members were intro-
duced, with time restraints
for a proper electoral
process, they would only end
up sitting on the board for
approximately two and a
half months.
"It's just the logistics of
it," said Colin Shonk, Chair
of the WLUSU BOD. "If it had
happened towards the begin-
ning
1 of the year it would
have been a different story.
Things would have been
done differently."
Jennifer Asselin
Terrace inspections
The Terrace Food Court
recently underwent a bi-
annual food and health
inspection by the Region of
Waterloo Public Health with
positive results overall.
None of the six WLUSU
operated establishments
were found to have "items
critical to food safety". The
Pita Shack, Union Market,
Pizza Pizza, Harvey's and Mr.
Sub all performed exception-
ally well with only minor
grievances such as the cold
cuts being- packed too tightly
in Mr. Sub and Harvey's not
regularly cleaning their
walls. A representative from
the Region of Waterloo
Public Health department
noted that all problems were
immediately corrected.
Yogen Fruz did not per-
form as well as the other
Terrace establishments. A
number of "items not critical
to food safety" were noted
including no sanitizer being
present for workers, and a
dirty food storage area.
Cleanliness was an issue
cited often with the estab-
lishment, although the popu-
lar coffee and ice cream loca-
tion did pass the inspection.
Wilbur McLean
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Opinion
"But we volunteered!"
You may have spent a lot of time
working for free, but that doesn't mean
your activity was as worthwhile as Spam
Stefan
Sereda
Opinion
Editor
Far be it from me to waste my
spare time pontificating' about
the evils of capitalism when I
could be hording- income by sell-
ing' my labour, but our culture's
assumption of the nobility which
accompanies giving one's time
freely to a project or cause is
ridiculously false.
The self-righteous heroes of
the world believe themselves to be
morally superior to the rest of the
admittedly imperfect human race
just because they 'volunteer' their
free time, or contribute to charity
with no apparent gain for them-
selves. Certainly this canoniza-
tion of a person by their own ego
does not apply to everyone who
participates in volunteer activi-
ties or charity organizations, but
anyone who hides behind such
participation should be regarded
as the Patriarch of the Church of
Full-of-Yourself.
Giving up your timeand effort
for free does not necessarily
make you a good person. Being- a
volunteer is not enough to
defend your actions, or the group
that you work with. Hitler had
volunteers, too. Does anyone
think Goebbels was a good person
because he sacrificed so much of
himself to creating Nazi propa-
ganda?
Of course, it goes without say-
ing' that not everyone who volun-
teers themself and gives to chari-
ty is wearing an armband with a
swastika, stepping* on kittens and
exploring- the blackness of their
own soul. Mother Theresa is gen-
erally accepted as a good person,
mainly because of her denial of
personal comforts in favor of
devoting herself to the less fortu-
nate. There is a wide spectrum
here.
Volunteers can support and
advance good causes, bad causes,
and do things that do not neces-
sarily merit moral judgment.
Sometimes judgment based on
other criteria is warranted, and
the fact that the final product was
the result of volunteerism does
not insist that such a product
must be regarded favorably.
Sometimes volunteering can be a
waste of time, and sometimes it
can be incredibly useful and/or
fulfilling. And often, it's nothing
but resume-padding.
Hiding behind volunteerism
and charity contributions seems
to be a recurring theme at WLU.
Individuals, groups, and the
University promote then worth
on the basis of people giving* up
their time. Frequently, good
thing's are done through volun-
teer work at Laurier, and it cer-
tainly does advance the commu-
nity spirit on campus when
groups such as Bacchus, Foot
Patrol and Shinerama volunteers
win awards, break records and
have large rosters.
Still, just because you volun-
teer with one of these organiza-
tions, or any other on campus.
does not mean you have papal
infallibility. Several people have
admitted to me that they only vol-
unteer to pick up an extra-curric-
ular activity, These same individ-
uals shouldn't pretend that
they're better people because they
engage in a community-building'
activity if they're only doing it to
beef up their resume. Remember
this when those of you acquiring
nominations for the WLUSU and
WLUSP BODs get elected. It's
what you do with your volunteer
opportunity that counts, not the
fact that you spend some time
doing it.
Both the Students' Union and
the University Administration
try to convince Laurier students,
incoming students, and the rest
of the known universe that WLU
is "among Canada's best" by play-
ing up our charity donations,
large volunteer populace, and
above all, community spirit. Of
course, this is the same campus
that two years ago voted against
paying $2 (less than the cost of
two coffees) per student per term
to give financial aid to refugee
staidents hoping to attend
Laurier. Yes, WLUSU makes a
yearly donation to charity, and
several other volunteer organiza-
tions contribute to community
enhancement as well, but stu-
dents also voted to close off our
community from people fleeing
strife because it would cost them
four dollars a year. It's odd that
we call ourselves "among
Canada's best" when this country
admits immigrants en masse.
Just because McDonald's plays
up their children's charities does-
n't mean they aren't hiding
behind them to take attention
away from the exploitation they
practice with other peoples. A
cause or institution should notbe
glorified because a student
donates time or money to it.
Letters to The Cord
Thanks and appreciation
letters@wlusp.com
On November 24, 2003, our son
and brother Jeff, was seriously
assaulted in Waterloo.
Although we do not know
them, we would like to thank the
numerous citizens of Waterloo
and the university community
who came to Jeff's aid. Your
actions, which ranged from plac-
ing 911 emergency calls to
assisting Jeff at the scene of the
assault, will never be forgotten
by our family. Our thanks go out
to you.
We are also thankful for the
efficient and professional actions
of the Waterloo Regional Police,
the emergency ambulanceservice
and the health community at
Grand River Hospital. Your aid to
Jeff and the manner in which
you provided medical informa-
tion to our family were excellent.
Thank you to everyone who
sent expressions of care to us.
Your kindness has provided sup-
port for our family through this
difficult time.
The Smith Family
Thanks and accessibility
issues
Thanks very much for your cov-
erage of physical accessibility
issues on Laurier's Waterloo cam-
pus ("Is Laurier accessible?", The
Cord Weekly, November 26,
2003). Physical accessibility is an
important element of Laurier's
overall commitment to the provi-
sion of services for students with
all disabilities. The staff of
Accessible Learning* and the
Special Needs Office appreciate
your focus on raising awareness
of these concerns.
One important piece of infer-
Biation that both Linda
Chamberlain and I are concerned
about is the misrepresentation of
the "ridiculously steep ramp
between the DAWB and the
Library-Schlegel Building" as an
accessible ramp. The steep ramp
that exists was built for contrac-
tors to move building materials
and equipment and was never
intended as an accessible ramp,
People requiring the use of a
ramp shoxxld utilize the one clos-
er to Parking Lot 13.
If anyone has further ques-
tions or commentsaboutphysical
accessibility at Laurier, we would
be pleased hear from you.
Katherine Elliott
Director, Accessible Learning
WLU
1-519-884-0710 ext. 3783
The black lung gets me down
Td just like to say a few things
about Ben Puzanov's insightful
look into the world of tobacco
taxes ('Tm still smoking," The
Cord Weekly, November 26,
2003), Working at a convenience
store, I'm lucky enough to have
people complaining about the
price of smokes on a daily basis,
and I sympathize. Just the other
day I tried to buy a gun, and
there's like restrictions and stuff!
I mean, its almost as if the gov-
ernment is toying to exercise a
certain amount of control over
things that people choose to do
which have definite and well-
defined adverse effects on other
people. I wasn't gonna use the
gun on anyone else, I was just
gonna play around in ray own
house, where's the harm in that?
This is a democracy right? I
should be able to do anything I
want!
Well not quite: I can shoot a
gun, but I can't shoot a person. I
can smoke a cigarette, but can I
expose a person to second hand
smoke, or make society-at-large
pay for my smoke-related health
problems? It just doesn't seem to
add up.
So how about this - how about
we take all the tax off cigarettes,
you can have them at cost. But
every time you smoke a cigarette
you pvxt a quarter into a jar. And
when you go to the hospital for
treatment for lung cancer,
emphysema, or any other com-
mon side-effect of smoking,
instead of relying on Canada's
free health care system (paid for
by TAXES of all things), you
drop your big ol' jar of quarters
on the admit desk. That way
you're free to exercise your
inalienable right to slow self-
murder, and the government is
free to use tax money on things
like foreign aid, education, social
programs...
Enjoy your butt,
Dan Harris
3rd year Philosophy and History
Smoking attracts the Reaper
BenFuzanov complains about the
increased price of cigarettes in
Ontario ("Im still smoking, The
Cord Weekly, November 26,
2003). He states that he doesn't
feel that he is "hurting anyone in
the process" of smoking. Well,
dude, I hate to break it to you,
but those nice pictures of dis-
eased lungs and month cancer
that take
up a third of your ciga-
rette pack aren't there for enter-
tain
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ment. Second hand smoke
causes the same diseases in
non-smokers as it does in
smokers: emphysema, lung
cancer, heart disease and the
like; not to mention that sec-
ond-handsmoke isn't filtered
like most cigarettes. So
unless you exhale your
smoke into a tube that jetti-
sons your exhalations direct-
ly into outer-space, Ben, you
ARE hurting' someone else,
as well as yourself, by smok-
ing.
I applaud Dalton
McGuinty on raising ciga-
rette taxes, and hope that the
price of cigarettes reaches
the point that they are either
unaffordable, or that ciga-
rettes are banned entirely.
Cleaner air and reduced risk
of deadly disease in (former)
smokers, and non-smokers
exposed to smoke, will in
fact, NOT hurt anyone.
Nadim Kurji
Babyblue tracksuits
and Gen-Gangsta
Debuting columnist Sven McCullough
examines youth culture's attempt to
define itself by something it sure isn't
Sven
McCullough
i What were
lyou thinking?
Each decade of the 20th cen-
tury had a defining- social
attitude or a cultural move-
ment. such as the hippies of
the 19605, or the modernity
and technological develop-
ment of the 19905. As of last
week we are now four years
into a new millenium, and
into a new decade of which
we aren't even sure what to
call, but we still appear to be
living exactly how we did a
decade ago. We are searching
for a purpose and. an identity
for this new era in history.
What makes this decade dif-
ferent than the last, and what
does the future hold for the
21st century?
So far it's been a pretty
lousy four years and we do
not have much to show for it.
Terrorists attacked the
United States on September
11, 2001. and wars have been
fought in Afghanistan and
Iraq. The Israelis and
Palestinians have been fight-
ing* a bloody civil war, and
the majority of casualties are
civilians. Has our world gone
for such a shit that these
have become the defining
moments of a new decade?
Sure, computers get faster,
except for my eight-year-old
dinosaur, but humanity
seems to be regressing*. With
all the troubles in the world
today it would be comforting-
to know that there's hope for
the future but judging by
some of our modern youth,
I'm a bit concerned.
I hate to break it to
you pal, but you
are no gangsta...
and you sure as
hell aren't friends
with Tupac.
North American youth are
facing- numerous corrupting
influences in their daily lives.
They grow up idolizing
celebrities and today more
than ever, rappers are among
the most popular. The
impressionable youngster's
desire to emulate combined
with listening- to rap music
which gives them the brain
damage, with the hippin' and
the hoppin" and the bippin"
and the boppin', have
unleashed a terrible evil on
the world. Now we are over-
run by children and
teenagers who think they are
gangsta rappers. Tlie morals
and values of society are
being washed away in a sea
of baby bine trackpants with
"05" written on the side pock-
et. upside down visors and
oversized jeans tucked into
sport socks.
I hate to break it to you
pal, but you are no gangsta.
You're not from Compton,
you're too young' to get into
any joint andbuy a bottle full
of bub. you don't own an
Escalade running on 24-inch
diamond encrusted spinners,
you don't have a harem
of
'bitches' and 'bos' and you
sure as hell aren't friends
with Tupac, so stop living in
a dream world. Dr. Dre is not
going to sign you for your ill
rhymes and sick beats.
Buying a shirt designed by P.
Diddv. a flak vest with 50
Cent's face embroidered on
the back, or a pair of shoes
that.Kelly sang about will not
make you as cool as them,. It
will only leave you with, a few
less dollars in your Gucci
wallet.
It's perfectly acceptable to
like rap music, or a certain
style of clothing, but you
can't let it consume your life.
Just as past fads, such as
disco have faded away, I hope
for the sake of mankind that
this one does as well. It's
2004. Is this the best society
can do? Fighting' wars
abroad and dressing like an
idiot at home? We can do bet-
ter than this. Let's accom-
plish something we can be
proud of, not something we
will look back on and regret.
Everyone has an opinion
on the escapades
The entire "Gay escapades"
(The Cord Weekly, November
5, 2003) has brought to light
many issues that the average
university student is either
concerned about, or is subject
to. Constantly we are having
"politically correct" or being
"insensitive" shoved down
onr throats and what do we
have to show for it? We get a
couple of nasty reviews about
an article attempting to get
rid of false perceptions about
people. We should stop walk-
ing- on eggshells all the time
and speak our mind... or
men,,, God helps us,., have a
sense of humor about our-
selves. We're so worried
about what others will think
that we become restricted to
trying to be something we're
not. People need to be able to
look at their differences and
see something- to be admired,
not something keeping- as
from saying things that soci-
ety tells us are "politically
incorrect."
Maybe I am "politically
incorrect," but I found the
"Gay escapades" humorous
and informative: it was an
attempt to show things about
a very misunderstood com-
munity and hey, guess
what... it is possible to make
light of a ma tter and not dis-
respect those being
researched. For some odd
reason we seem more con-
cerned about what others
may think than we do about
our own sanity. When people
are held to rules or conduct,
rules that you cannot out-
line, we seem bent on this
obscenely odd presumption
that we have to become some-
one we aren't in order to not
risk alienating anyone.
It also appeared to me
that the homosexual popula-
tion found the article rather
enjoyable and saw it as an
attempt to overthrow previ-
ous misconceptions. People
like Dan Herman who, being
WLOSU president, must be
"politically correct" because
saying that the article was
funny might spark contro-
versy, made a comment
scolding* The Cord for doing-
such a thing*. Also this BS
about sensitivity training...
basically this teaches people
how to not express them-
selves and breeds out any
individualism one may have.
Being- able to laugh at your-
self has got to be one of the
best tilings you can do. Try it
sometime.
Ryan de Witte
The saddest part of 2003: too few
cared about Warren Zevoirs death. It
was overshadowed by Johnny Cash's,
John Hitter's, and Robert Palmer's,
though Warren kicked way more ass
than two of those people. The
Werewolves of London will miss yon,
Warren.
A-hooooo.
Shifty's
Top10
New Vear's resolutions
of the rich, famous an|j
infamous
Jennifer Lopez and Ben Affleck:
Never allow the Bennifer name
to be tarnished by an agonizing-
ly bad collaboration again
Paris Hilton: Avoid video cam-
eras, file a lawsuit against "the
Internet," shrink her head, get it
on, and eat something
Crocodile Hunter: Use his baby
to bait sharks, tigers, the
Sasquatch, Osama bin Laden,
and Michael Jackson
Britney Spears: Make her next
marriage outlast the time it
takes to change the channel to
another freak show
Governor Arnold Schwarznegger:
Grope more women under the
alias "King Conan," and learn
how to button a shirt
Nancy Kerrigan: Renew the pity
that won over America by crying
about her battered shin on the
tenth anniversary of its clubbing
Kobe Bryant: Vy for membership
at the Californian Athletes with
Legal Trouble Country Club, net-
work with OJ's lawyers
Michael Jackson: Figure out why
people love to discuss the alle-
gations regarding his child
molestation, but not the church's
Prince Charles: Begin planning
to open up the monarchy to
same-sex couples; finally admit-
ting that Camilla is a dude
Saddam Hussein:
Buy a puppy
Letters to The Cord
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Telaris takes
a vacation
Len
Ball
Sweet
deals
The server is temporarily
unable to service your
request due to maintenance
downtime or capacity prob-
lems or simply because it
does not like you as a per-
son.
Please try again later. Or
bash your head into a wall
because your mom refuses to
believe that a computer error
is a reasonable explanation
for why you cannot show her
any grades. Yay,
Telaris. Wank, wank.
Although exercise
can be fun
#
walking from office
to office to line
up... is not
particularly
enjoyable.
When Telaris is not func-
tioning properly, it is a sig-
nificant problem for students
who rely solely on computers
to make everything
work. The blood pressure
experiences significant eleva-
tion when the irritating error
message pops up. Luckily,
that crisis was narrowly
averted as the server decided
to refrain from committing
suiciding and was function-
ing correctly Monday morn-
ing. Good thing too, because
it was then possible to find
out what classes were sup-
posed to have been attended
Monday morning.
A bold step in the right
direction. When the Telaris
system is up and running it
is
very useful, and a speedy
method of finding' out any-
thing important concerning-
personal student welfare. The
problem is that it screws up
now and then, leaving' nor-
mally calm and subdued stu-
dents with no access to their
personal information, not to
mention vital class schedul-
ing* info. That is, unless they
still have a pink sheet, or a
really good memory, or are
content to walk over to the
registrar's office and wait in
an obscenely lengthy line to
get a new pink sheet... which
I'm not.
Now that we're talking
registration, I feel that it is
important to address the
methodology behind current
registrative practices.
Although exercise can be
fun, walking from office to
office to line up, receive a
stamp, then walk back to any
other offices that you missed
the first time or simply had
no one in them (whee), to
finally then proceed to walk
over to the registrar's office,
to yet again wait in a line to
drop off ye olde pink sheet is
not particularly
enjoyable. Unless you are
drunk perhaps... or high...
or have the brain worms.
So, you want to change
classes? Simply go to the
class you want, sit down in it
and wait. Who cares if it's
'full', you're not paying $400
a course to be told you can't
take what
you want. Provided
your attendance is good and
you do the necessary work,
chances are the prof will
eventually sign you in
(unless you suck). And if lie
or she does not, just yell,
"You can't bring me down
with
your negativity!" And
when none of that works,
come talk to me and I'll
quickly think up a new and
better scheme for scamming
the system.
Provided Telaris is still
functioning normally and I'm
not having a stroke.
Stick it to The Man,
and all subsidiaries
Just who is this illusive 'Man' that
lurks in the upper echelons of power?
And did this person frame OJ?
David
Alexander
My version of
subversion
Once there was an unjust
world where bad stuff kept
happening-. The people were
nice to the each other and
everything, but The Man had
other plans...
Allow me to explain what
I mean when I refer to The
Man. The Man is a collection
of complementary and con-
tradictory negative forces. He
is responsible for the follow-
ing things:
1. War. The Man is an
aggressor: he makes guns,
builds armies, and instigates
conflicts between people and
nations. When asked to pro-
tect people, he offers solu-
tions that deceive people and
perpetuate more violence.
The Man does this because he
wants to dominate every-
thing. And he wants you to
be scared of other people
because that takes your
attentionaway from him.
The Man drives an
SUV. So do his kids.
It's an expression
of freedom.
2. Patriarchy. The Man
oppresses women. It's not
that he doesn't like women,
he just 'realizes' that biologi-
cal differences between all
men and all women justify
certain inequalities in their
respective treatment. He
thinks that men. are better
suited for jobs that pay more
money. But that's okay
because women are 'designed
to have kids, so they are bet-
ter parents. The Man also
likes to look at women. A lot.
He also encourages people to
think of women more as
images or objects than as
thinking' individuals.
3. Slavery/Poverty. The
Man relies on the labour of
others (African slaves,
women, Wal Mart employees,
and sweatshop workers for
example). This crook steals
from the poor and gives to
the rich. Or he doesn't steal
from them because he hasn't
allowed them to attain any-
thing worth stealing. The
Man doesn't care what hap-
pens to anyone else because
he knows that he earned his
position of power.
4. Making Our Ecosystem
Sick. The Man drives an SUV.
So do his kids. It's an expres-
sion of freedom.
Congratulations, you are free
to destroy the quality of the
air... and go wherever you
want! To The Man everything
is for sale.
5. Making Our Children
Sick. Say what you will about
advertising vs. free will; the
fact remains that people
smoke more cigarettes, eat
more McDonalds, and drink
more beer when they see
other people doing it in the
media. The Man likes profit,
he likes it when people buy
and when they consume. He
is not content for them to
consume just a bit. Also
important, The Man does not
want to help those who have
become sick; it is their fault
for being sick.
6. Apathy. The Man wants
you to think that you cannot
make a difference. He will try
as hard as he can to convince
you that what you do cannot
change the conditionsof soci-
ety. Please do not listen to
him.
In conclusion, The Man
wants power over others. The
Man wants to profit from the
work of others. The Man
cares about himself first and
most, and does not care what
impact his actions have on
others.
It doesn't matter whether
there is a man or a group of
men who are intentionally
responsible for these condi-
tions, what matters is that we
do something about it. There
is a lot to learnand there is a
lot to do, and if we want to
change the world, there is no
Man to stop us.
David Alexander is a debut-
ing columnist. Look for his
column each week .
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Derek Medler,
future star
Wilbur
McLean
Editor-in-
Chief
Look at Derek Medler run.
A twelve-yard scamper to
the eight-yard line.
The CFL's Argonauts have
been very impressed with
Medler's play so far, even in a
backup role with the Toronto-
based squad. A lot of people
doubted whether Medler
would be able to adapt to the
speed of the CFL after play-
ing the last five years for
Laurier in Canadianuniversi-
ty football, but he appears
to
be suited just fine for the big-
boys.
"The Argos picked him in
the fifth round of the draft,
signing' him within days. It
was hard for them not to be
excited about him. He broke
the CIS record for rushing
yards m a career and was
named all-Canadian three
years in a
row. With a univer-
sity career like that, it's hard
to deny that Medler belongs
in the professional football
ranks.
However, it wasn't the
individual accolades that
most prominently marked
Medler's career at Laurier as
much as it was the Vaiiier
Cup the Golden Hawks took
home last year. It had
been
fifteen years since Laurier s
proud football program man-
aged to bring' home the ulti-
mate prize but Medler's domi-
nant performance saw him
run for three touchdowns in
the championship game.
An entire university and
eighty years of its alumni
beamed, with pride at the
team's accomplishment. It
couldn't have happened with-
out Medler, the Golden-est of
Golden Hawks.
With the game out of
reach, the Argos have decid-
ed to keep Medler in for a few
extra plays. He takes the ball
on a handoff and runs
around the tackle, dodging a
linebacker en route to the end
zone.
Touchdown, Medler. The
first in his GPL career.
Look at Derek Medlerrun.
What a career he's going
to have.
He must be living a
dream.
Medler looks to be starting a
great career with the Argos.
The problems
with Telaris
Radcliffe
Features
Editor
When last semester came to
an end, I was rather unsure
about where I stood academi-
cally, and I was extremely
anxious to find out how well
(or poorly) I did in my cours-
es. Much like the rest of
Laurier, I was horrified to
find out that I was to be per-
petually high-strung in
anticipation of my grades
throughout the entire holiday
break because of a mysteri-
ous 503 error that appeared
at telaris.wlu.ca.
This 503 error usually
occurs when web servers are
overloaded with users trying
to connect at the same time,
or, more rarely, when web-
sites are taken down for
maintenance. While I have no
problem with Laurier IT per-
forming maintenance on the
servers, or
in this case fixing
a crashed hard drive, I do
take offense to the lack of
information we received
about what exactly was hap-
pening with the Telaris sys-
tem.
After a few days of this
hellishly irritating problem, I
scoured wlu.ca to see if there
was any notice concerning
the outage, but it was never
even mentioned. While the
website was updated with
propagandist headlines like
"New fundraising initiative
magnifies gifts," information
about Telaris that would
relieve my frazzled and frus-
trated mind was nowhere to
be found.
Adding to the confusion,
the Telaris website only ever
spewed out the 503 error
message; there was never a
"This page is down for main-
tenance, please bear with us"
notification, nor any other
indication that Laurier knew
or even cared about the prob-
lem that afflicted the student
population.
The official statement
gleaned by Cord writer
Fraser King from Laurier IT
is that Telaris hasbeen up the
whole time, and unforunate-
ly, as they said, the problem
was with their database serv-
er that held all the online stu-
dent records, so Telaris
appeared to be down. What
use is an online student
records service like Telaris
without the records them-
selves? To most Laurier stu-
dents, the package of the
Telaris "front-end" combined
with the database is Telaris,
and it was down.
The whole Telaris situa-
tion is indicative of Laurier's
stance on most everything
this side of the SBE: if it ain't
broke, don't fix it. Well, that
doesn't work for me when I
pay the same amount of
money as students at
Trent
and U of T, and their schools
seem to have enough money
budgeted to account for a
growth in usage of their
online facilities. Laurier
should pay more attention to
its students' needs and
should allocate more money
to IT so that this problem
never happens again.
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The darkest side of internet dating
Guest columnist Roth illustrates why a committed same-
sex relationship is hard to find, especially in chat rooms
Daniel
Roth
k Guest
kolumnist
So here's my personal hell: I
want a committed relation-
ship more than anything.
The problem is I can't find
anyone
who comes remotely
close to meeting my stan-
dards. My straight friends
always think there are so
many guys to choose from.
That is until we do a little
math, and I have to remind
them that 90 per cent of the
guys we come across are
straight and no use to me at
all.
Of the remaining 10 per
cent I'll say that five per cent
seem to be in a relationship,
at least in my group of
friends. This leaves a remain-
der of five per cent, of which
three per cent seem to have
slept with half the province
and wish to continue their
community- bicycle type of
lifestyle.
So I get roughly two per
cent of the available men to
work with to find someone
remotely decent. And the
men in that two per cent are
nothing to be bragging
about, especially locally.
It hasn't been easy.
Most of the people
there had the
intention of casual
sex. A picture of
their penis hanging
out was a major
clue to that.
One idea that was sug-
gested to me was going-
online to various gay chat
sites to see what's out there.
Being open to new ideas, I
decided to join a few. I signed
up on gay.com and in the gay-
section of face-pic,com.
There are noticeable dif-
ferences between the two
sites. Gay.com is like the
takeout menu to a shady
restaurant. Most of the peo-
ple there had the intention of
casual sex. A picture of their
penis hanging 1 out was a
major clue to that. So be care-
ful what you order in, you
could get quite sick. Face-
pic,com was better. That site
is more controlled:all the pic-
tures are supposedly viewed
before they are put up and
there is an adult membership
you could pay to see the more
revealing pictures. I didn't
feel it necessary to attain
such a membership. Overall,
face-pic.com was the lesser of
two evils.
Now, one would think that
people online would be open
to meeting new people. I
attempted to converse with
many people but only a small
amount responded. I have
continued my conversations
with some of them and aetu-
ally hope to become friends in
the future. From the rest I
received comments which
make me embarrassed to be
gay, and not necessarily
because of crude suggestions
or questions about how long'
it would take me to get to a
certain street, but mainly
because of some people who
think they are too good for
the world.
"JESUS... I have
never found a guy I
have been
remotely interested
in, in here."
-Internet chatroom princess
One such princess actual-
ly told me "look who you are
talking to here! JESUS... I
have never found a guy I
have been remotely interest-
ed in, in here." Nice guy,
huh?
Actually, I asked him if lie
ever felt uncomfortable
around friends who did
everything- as a couple and
that was his response (no,
it
doesn't make sense. I'm still
trying- to figure out where
that answer came from).
Anyway, can you say raging
arrogance?
Overall it's such a hit or
miss situation, either you
like someone and they don't
like you or someone you
think isn't your type is all
over you. But I think that I'd
rather be single and not try-
ing to find someone than to
be online, as you just become
more depressed as people say
awful tilings to you.
So I've deleted the profiles
and have left the chat rooms.
I knew I didn't want any-
thing there to begin with and
I'm happy I don't need to be
on them to meet people. But
for those of you who do need
them, good luck. And remem-
ber: be careful if you're order-
ing in.
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Cord International
After reaching* Thailand and
overcoming great odds to
become enrolled, in some post-
secondary education, Hser
benefited greatly from the
tutelage of one of his teach-
ers who introduced him to
the WUSC program and
helped him overcome long-
odds and stiff
competition to
prepare him to
qualify for the
refugee sponsor-
ship program.
WUSC is a
Canadian NGO
working in
international
development
with a head
office in Ottawa
that has local
committees on
campuses across
Canada, includ-
ing Laurier, One of their pri-
mary activities is the spon-
sorship of refugees from
developing* countries.
While settling in, Hser
spent most of his holidays
with members of the local
WUSC committee and has vis-
ited members of the Burmese
community in Kitchener. He
has been shopping for clothes
and food and has secured
housing close to campus.
Of New Years he recalled that
"this party was the first time
that I had champagne.'"
Despite some inevitable
challenges in adapting to life
in Canada, Hser believes he is
fortunate to have gained
such an opportunity, though
"Moreover I
believe in helping
people to live free
not to kill people.
I refused to join the
army and escaped
to Thailand"
-Hser Ta Kay, Laurier
Student arid Burmese
Refugee
lie has not forgotten that
there are many like him who
have not been so lucky.
"I am happy to be here. I
appreciate the things offered
by the WUSC committee, stu-
dents and Canada.
"At the same time I want
to remind people that there
are many people like me in
refugee camps who have the
same abilities and skills but
weren't lucky enough to
make it to somewhere in the
world where they could con-
tinue their education."
During his studies Hser
wants to pursue one of his
"great passions"' - health and
international issues. After he
completes his degree he wish-
es to pursue
further educa-
tion in public
health. In the
meantime, he
would like to
help educate
others about
what is going
on in Burma.
He will likely
enrol in class-
es in Global
Studies.
One of the
reasons Hser
was picked by
the WLXJ WUSC committee
were his volunteer activities
in medicine and education in
his refugee camp.
For its part this term,
WUSC is hoping to win a ref-
erendum during the WLUSU
elections that would allow it
to increase each student's
funding for the WUSC
refugee sponsorship pro-
gram from 50 cents to $2.00
to bring a second refugee stu-
dent to WLU and account for
inflation since the mid-1980s
when WLU began its partici-
pation in the program.
Anyone interested in get-
ting involved with Laurier's
WUSC committee can email
wuscwlu@yahoo. ca
International
Aristide under fire
Haitian bicentennial celebrations
marred by protests and police actions
KRIS COTE
Staff Writer
Two hundred years ago in
1804, Toussaint Louverture
led the French-controlled
plantation colony of Saint
Dominique to independence,
The slave revolt created Haiti,
the first Black Republic.
Today, the US-installed
President of Haiti Jean-
Bertrand Aristide associates
himself with Louverture in a
desperate bid to retain con-
trol of the country. City bill-
boards have posted the image
of the two men with the slo-
gan "Two men, two centuries,
same vision."
The Haitian government
spent $15 million on the cele-
brations which included com-
memorative place settings
and a monument on the
palace lawn.
For weeks students have
been boycotting classes and
the court system has been
shut down by lawyers and
jurors who are protesting
governmental interference.
Street gangs have been
protesting government-led
assassinations. The bicenten-
nial celebrations have
brought the protesters
together in their campaign to
overthrow Aristide.
Shortly after speaking to
15,000 supporters on his
palace lawn on Friday, anti-
Aristide protestors broke
through police roadblocks
and scattered the ceremony.
"There is no work.
There is no food.
The people are
starving. The
streets are filthy
and stinking."
-Franz Gilbert, Haitian
Protester
Twenty thousand protes-
tors attacked police with
rocks and bottles as the city
of Port-au-Prince waas blan-
keted with smoke from tire
fires. In a separate peaceful
protest of 5,000, police fired
on the crowd injuring six
people.
Fifteen people have been
killed in the protests so far.
Protestor Rodney William
cried, "Today is a day for cel-
ebrating freedom, but for us
that means freedom from
slavery and freedom from
Aristide."
Also on Friday, a security
helicopter escorting- South
African President Thabo
Mbeki came under lire from
protesters. Although Mbeki
was not in the vicinity of the
attack, he cancelled the rest
of his visit and quickly fled
the island.
Protestor Franz Gilbert
exclaimed that, "There is no
work. There is no food. The
people are starving. The
streets are filthy and stink-
ing-." Haiti has the lowest life
expectancy in the Western
hemisphere at only 49 years,
compared to Canada's 79.7
years. Unemployment cur-
rently sits at 80% while two
thirds of the population suf-
fer from malnutrition.
A study by the Associated
Press reveals that in the two
hundred years since its inde-
pendence, no other country
in the world has seen its GDP
decline as much as in Haiti.
The report estimates that the
GDP per capita (based on
year 2000 dollars) of Haiti in
1804 was $722, compared
with its current GDP per
capita of $425. Haiti also suf-
fers from an overwhelming-
debt problem, with nearly
70% of its GDP spent on debt
repayment.
Contributed Photo
An angry anti-Aristide protestor shouts during a demonstration of Haiti's bicentennial anniversary
-IT TAKES ALL TYPES TO MAKE A WORLD-
The refreshing
taste of freedom
The second wave
of the US invasion
BERNARD DAWSON
Staff Writer
Pepsi has joined the US mili-
tary and President George
W. Bush in their crusade to
bring the taste of democracy
to troubled lands across the
globe. Yes that's right, less
than ten months after the
American army invaded
Iraq, the Iraqi people are
being subjected to yet anoth-
er American intrusion.
Pepsi, long "the choice of
a new generation" is now
also the choice of a new
regime in Iraq. According to
Reuters, Baghdad Soft
Drinks, an Iraqi company,
will begin to bottle and sell
Pepsi to millions of Iraqis
within the next few months.
The company hopes that
the business deal will "create
about 2,000 jobs" at the main
bottling plant, which is
located in Baghdad. Pepsi's
mortal enemy, Coca-Cola,
had no immediate response
to the move but it is assumed
that Coke will not be far
behind its competition in
entering the new market.
Pepsi was forced out of Iraq
in 1991because of the inter-
national sanctions placed
on the country, ending a 40
year relationship between
the soft drink and the Iraqi
people.
The move is similar to a
marketing strategy perfect-
ed by Coca-Cola during the
Second World War, Coke
made a habit of providing
their product to American
servicemen stationed over-
seas during the conflict and
soon the populations of the
places where the soldiers
were developed a taste for
the soft drink. This allowed
Coke to develop an interna-
tional market for their prod-
uct while intertwining their
image with the image of US
democracy.
It seems now that Pepsi is
trying to juxtapose George
W. Bush's idea of modern
democracy with the dancing
body of super hot spokes-
woman Beyonce Knowles. If
the Pepsi invasion of Iraqi is
successful it will probably be
only a matter of time before
the Iraqi people are found
munching on freedom fries
to the tune of "I'm Loving It"
or following their friendly
doctor's advice to cure their
pains with Advil.
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Is Arar a terrorist?
Ignorant patriotism blinds us to the
possibility of homegrown terrorists
Brendan
Jones
Extra Value
|
Spiel
v
It's funny how no matter how
much things change they
still remain the same, partic-
ularly in the UnitedStates. In
the 1690 s New England was
swept away in feverous witch
hunting. The 19th century
saw witches give way to run-
away slaves
and in the 1950s
hunting communists became
the order of the day, champi-
oned by a Wisconsin Senator,
and what we now call
McCarthyism; the modern
day witch hunt.
Today, like a post-modern
Elmer Fudd, George W. Bush
is hunting terrorists. So be
vewy, vewy quiet. At least
that's how he would want
you to be, but Maher Arar
definitely isn't listening. And
who could blame him? Being
deported to Syria to undergo
a year of torture wouldn't
exactly be my New Year's res-
olution either. Like every
Canadian, I was pretty
shocked and appalled when
Arar went public with his
story.
Throughout 2003 I
became pretty accustomed to
reading about Canadian citi-
zens being given demeaning
and unconstitutional treat-
ment by American authori-
ties when traveling to or
through the United States. It
was not the superior quality
of our beer or Bowling For
Columbine qualifying as
CanCon that resulted in this
travesty, however.
These Canadians were
detained because of the
colour of their skin or the
religion they practiced.
Pretty disheartening for a
state founded on the princi-
ple that "all men are created
equal" with the freedom to
practice the religion of their
choosing, don't you think?
Naturally, for me, Aral's
treatment was the icing on
the proverbial persecution
cake.
Now, since this media cir-
cus began in November,
things have pretty much
devolved into a classic game
of 'He said. She said'. Mr.
Arar says that he is not a ter-
rorist. The U.S. government
says he is. He says he has
never been to Afghanistan.
The U.S. says his confession
under torture proves he has.
He says he has never trained
with al-Qaeda, American and
Canadian intelligence says he
has. He says let's clear the air
with a public inquiry, but Mr.
Martin doesn'tappear to have
any intention of doing so.
So I ask myself: If the
Canadian government
worked so hard with their
'quiet diplomacy' to get Mr.
Arar returned to Canada,
why are they shying away
from exonerating his name?
Perhaps the details that
became public over the holi-
days shed some light on the
matter. While the way Mr.
Arar was treated is despica-
ble and in contravention of
basically every human right,
when I found myself disgust-
ed that a Canadian could be
accused of such a heinous
crime I realized that patriot-
ism really can breed igno-
rance; on both sides of the
border.
For instance, had Mr.
Arar not been detained in
New York before his flight
back to Canada he would
have been greeted at Dorval
Airport in Montreal by six
RCMP officers. Sorry, when I
said greeted, I really meant
followed and monitored.
You should know that Mr.
Arar's appearance on an
international terrorist watch
list prompted this 'greeting'.
Furthermore, these anony-
mous intelligence sources
have also stated that not only
has Mr. Arar been to
Afghanistan but they even go
so far as to say the specific al~
Qaeda training camp that he
attended. A camp whose
graduates can be credited
with the 1998 World Trade
Center bombing, the 1998
U.S. embassy attacks, and the
Montrealer who drove a car
with a trunk full of nitro-
glycerin into the U.S. to try
and bomb LAX and ring in
the New Year. Don't forget,
all this is just what the public
knows; imagine what Mr.
Martin knows with his daily
intelligence briefings.
Still, assuming this is all
U.S. propaganda, why won't
Mr. Martin call a public
inquiry? Perhaps Mr. Martin
knows that this could be a
Pandora'sbox for his govern-
ment, if the accusations
prove true then Canada theo-
retically would be a state
sponsor of terror. Don't for-
get, when George W. is hunt-
ing wabbits 'you are either
with us, or against us'.
In a court of law you're
innocent until proven guilty,
in the court of public opinion,
sadly, it's the other way
around. If you don't believe
me, go ask Michael Jackson.
With this in mind, hopefully
the Martin government will
call a public inquiry so all the
name-calling can come to an
end and Mr. Arar, if innocent
as professed, can return to
just being a Canadiancitizen.
The story of how I
brought down Georgia
Kris
Cote
Georgian
Conqueror
It started with a faint
glimpse, a realization that I
had taken part in something
that I never thought I would
be a part of. The government
of a country which I knew lit-
tle of had been overthrown.
Like most people I had sim-
ply put my money in a bank,
not stopping to think what
the bank used my money for.
In this ease it was used to
bring down a government.
Oil makes the world go
round and in the case of the
former President of Georgia
Eduard Shevardnadze, oil
ended his reign. When
Georgia broke away from the
former Soviet Republic in
1991, Shevardnadze was
given control. There was
hope at the time for demo-
cratic development, as
Shevardnadze had been a
reformer in the former Soviet
Duma. Hope soon faded as
Shevardnadze allied himself
with the US and big business
interests. Corruption set in
and the hope for reform
ended.
The source of Georgia's
problems is the proposed
Baku-Tiblisi-Ceyhan (BTC)
on pipeline, which would
carry oil from the Caspian
bea through Azerbaijan and
Georgia to Ceyhan in Turkey.
When it was proposed in the
early 19905, the US became
interested in its potential and
began supplying
Shevardnadze with 'military
aid'. With this aid the corrupt
regime of Shevardnadze was
able to suppress dissent,
democratic reform and any
other threats to his control
and power. Despite its policy
of democratic reform, the US
supported the abuses in
Georgia as long as its oil
interests were protected.
My money helped
overthrow Georgia
and hinder their
development, Thank
you ING.
This situation continued
until recently when the US
suddenly stopped supplying
Shevardnadze with 'aid' and
he could no longer suppress
the people. What changed?
The BTC pipeline has
received financing from the
World Bank and private
banks, and Shevardnadze
signed a deal with the
Russian energy firm
Gazprom instead of awarding
the contract to an American
firm. Suddenly, Corporate
America lost interest in
Shevardnadze, subsequently
so did the American govern-
ment.
How then do I fit into the
picture? ING bank is one of
the large private banks lend-
ing billions to finance the
$3.6 billion pipeline. With
money in an ING account,
I
now have oil on my hands.
My money is being used to
finance the ETC pipeline, a
pipeline that has hindered
development in Georgia for
the past decade and led to the
overthrow of Shevardnadze.
Some might argue that the
small amount of my money
that the bank controls makes
no difference, but this is too
narrow of a focus. Banks
gain money when people
deposit their money into
them, and people trust banks
to act ethically in their name.
I don't think the Fredrick
commercials would be as pop-
ular if he was describing the
BTC pipeline that ING is
financing, and how it has led
to a stagnation of develop-
mentand recent overthrow of
the government. This infor-
mation is hidden from the
majority of people and illus-
trates a fundamental flaw of
our communications net-
work.
This case also illustrates
the cozy arrangement that
banks and big business have
with our governments.
Government no longer acts in
the interest of the people,
how could suppressing devel-
opment in Georgia be in the
best interest of US citizens or
citizens anywhere? Public
interest has taken a back seat
to corporate interest; citizens
are being turned into sub-
jects. My money helped over-
throw Georgia not because it
was in my interest, but
rather the interest of US oil
companies and a bank seek-
ing to make higher profits.
Windows to
theWorld
In what could turn out to be a landmark step in the de-esca-
lation of tensions between India and Pakistan - two of the
newest nations to build up nuclear arsenals. The two coun-
tries have been in conflict over the Kashmir region on
numerous occasions since the border lines and spheres of
control are fiercely contested. The agreement came during a
recent South Asian summit that pounded out the details of
the new South Asian Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA). This
free trade agreement will see tariff barriers dropped in the
region to help encourage trade. Thepress inboth nations are
optimistic that the two leaders, Pakistan President
Musharraf and India's President Vajpayee will reach a peace
accord.
On Boxing Day 2003, a 6.6 magnitude (Richter) earthquake
shook the Iranian city of Bam ruining historical landmarks
and killing an estimated 30,000 people. The tremors have
continued in Iran with mini-quakes ranging in magnitude
from 2.7 to 4.9. The deadly December 26 quake has interna-
tional relief team scrambling to pick up the pieces and even
the United States has pledged aid. The US and Iran have not
had stable diplomatic relations since 1979 and Iran is one of
three states to be included in George W. Bush's 'Axis of Evil'.
The recent aftershocks have kept workers and schools on
tenative schedules as Iran worries about the possibility of a
second quake.
The Mars scientific probe "Spirit" has successfully landed on
Mars near the Gusev Crater. After entering Mars, the "Spirit"
snapped several low quality pictures of the descent, now that
it has deployed on the planet, the high quality colour images
of the Martian surface have begun coming back to earth. The
"Spirit" is only the third rover to successfully land on Mars
and another landing on the opposite side of the planet is
scheduled for January 28th, 2004. The Columbia shuttle dis-
aster in February 2003 has shaken the faith in the NASA
space program so this landing has special confidence build-
ing purposes. The rover will bomb around Mars snapping
pictures and taking samples especially of a curious "cohe-
sive" substance under the red planet's soil.
Compiled by Bryn Boyce
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The captive and the captivating
Her majesty's year of the Ram in review
Bryn
Boyce
% Editor
It's been another year of
examining those with a voice
and those without. It's been
another year of 'the occiden-
tal obsession' with heads
turned inward. Only brief
and narrow glimpses abroad
permeated the Micheat
Jackson-Kobe Bryant-Arnold
Schwarzenegger nonsense.
Catastrophes like the Iran
earthquake and the bloody
African civil wars have been
dwarfed by non-events in yet
another year of media
marketing trump-
ing* the 'natural'
news.
In a •
recently
released ADT
Research
report it was
shown that the
international news
broadcasts in America-
were overwhelmingly
dominated by the Iraq
war. In fact, out of the
top 20 news stories of .
2003 Iraq-related mate-1
rial dominated ranks 1
through 4 on the chart.
The ADT Research
group, a non-partisan J
research group headed I
up by media watchdog :
Andrew Tyndall, has
been monitoring and
recording trends in
media coverage since
1987. The group com-
piles its lists based on
the big three TV news
broadcasters in the US:
MSNBC, CNN and
FoxNews. The report
focused only on the chan-
wwmmiwmsi —j ~v
nels' primetime evening
newscasts every week
between Monday and Friday.
It recorded the time each sta-
tion spent on the issues
then tabulated it for year
end results.
It's no shocker that such
cataclysmic stories with
the human interest
and cinematic appeal
similar to "Black!
Hawk Down" should!
gain such airplay. The!
harrowing story o£:;
Pvt. Jessica Lynch's
capture and subse-
quent rescue, the fall
of Saddam Hussein's regime
and the controversy of the
UN weapons inspection stole
the spotlights. The Iraq War
and its related stories
received 4,047 minutes of
airplay out of a possible
14,835 minutes—roughly
30%.
The report showed
some severe inadequa-
cies in coverage, most
notably in the fight (but
not quite War) against
AIDS. In all, AIDS
claimed three million
lives in 2003 but
only received 39
minutes of cover-
age all year across
all three networks
or about 0.003%of
airtime.
Salih Booker,
the director of the
advocacy group,
Africa Action, stat-
ed that Africa only
gets media attention
when Americans are
there "either in the
form of warships,
[George W.| Bush or
tourists," He further
condemned the media
coverage for fuelling
inaction in the African
AIDS epidemic which he
described as "the worst
epidemic in recorded
history."
Arnold
Schwarzenegger's
governorship bid ranked
sixth overall with 239
minutes of coverage.
Events like the Congolese
civil war and the Kenyan ter-
rorist attacks received a com-
bined 13 minutes of coverage
in 2003.
Afghanistan, which
has been a heavyweight
in airtime since 2000
when it ranked first,
failed to crack the
;ADT top 20 this
year and reeled in
|a meager 80 min-
utes of coverage.
'The country has
iseen much conflict
[in the past year as
resurgent forces
C3>
try to regain the country.
Already Canadahas 1,900
troops in Afghanistan which
are scheduled to rotate out
within the year but the
Commander of Canadian
forces in Afghanistan,
Brigadier-General Peter
Devlin, recently commented
that Afghanistan will need to
-O
— —
be militarily supervised for a
decade before stability can be
assured.
According to the ADT
study, 9 of the top 10 stories
were stories centering on
America either domestically
or abroad. SARS outbreaks in
Canada and Asia was the
first foreign story in the
ranking at number 9.
In a Lycos Top 20 News
Stories of 2003 compilation,
one which generates its lists
based on the amount of
searches people conduct on
news topics, Iraq again
found itself on top of the
world—for better or worse.
Interestingly enough, Kobe
Bryant's sex scandal received
a second place finish in the
top news stories according to
Lycos internet statistics.
William Dorman, a profes-
sor of Political Science and
Journalism at the California
State University, pointed out
that the predominance of
America in the news is reflec-
tive of the "narcissism of
American news."
.. ' — '
Our quietly racist and myopic media
Joseph
Farag
Staff
Writer
From about 1933 until 1945
the world remained largely
silent as Germany's, and
later, all of Europe's Jews
faced increasing' persecution
culminating in the violent
orgy of unprecedented mur-
der which we have come to
call the Holocaust. Early in
his rule, Hitler's policies of
ghettoizing and discriminat-
ing against the Jewish people
were well known, but the rest
of the world's media
remained silent.
Later, Auschwitz escapees
emerged with horrific tales
of the Nazi death camps, of
Hitler's systematic slaughter
of Jews, Gypsies and homo-
sexuals, of the gas chambers
and of the crematoriums,
even while the war raged on,
and still, the media remained
silent.
Of course, today we are
appalled at such negligence
bordering on malice as the
media of the time fed off
Western society's long-imn-
ning tradition of anti-
Semitism. That such virulent
racism should cause the
media to turn a blind eye
towards humanity's darkest
hour is cause for outrage, but
the fact that today's media
has yet to learn its lesson is
cause for fiery indignation.
Since 1983, that is, since
many of you readers were
born, a civil war has been
raging on, claiming 1.5 mil-
lion lives and leaving 4 mil-
lion refugees. One would
think that a conflict of such
staggering proportions
would at least make head-
lines from time to time, but
alas, the less than vigilant
gaze of our Western press
has once again turneda blind
eye, and its unrighteous
voice has once again been
struck dumb. The conflict I
am referring to is the
Sudanese civil war.
Don't feel bad if you
weren't even aware that since
you were born, Sudan has
been experiencing bloody
civil conflict. In fact, don't
even feel bad if you can't
locate Sudan on a map.
However, do feel bad if you
remain apathetic.
The indifference
shown toward
conflicts in Africa is
a symptom of the
latent racial
prejudices that
permeate society.
The civil war in The
Congo involves nine other
African nations, is the
largest civil conflict in mod-
ern African history, and has
adversely affected the lives of
over 50 million Congolese,
but Michael Jackson has
received more coverage than
this conflict as of late.
What happened in
Somalia and Rwanda after
the international community
withdrew with. its tail
between its legs? What has
been happening in Liberia
since the deployment of
multinational forces? Will
generic drugs ever reach the
30 million AIDS patients
(that is nearly the equivalent
of Canada's entire popula-
tion) in Africa who are
unable to afford the $15,000
per year treatments?
Watching CBC news or CNN;
reading the Toronto Star or
USA Today certainly won't
answer these questions.
The media's attitude
towards the plight of
Africans is similar to its atti-
tude towards the plight of
Jews in Nazi Europe: indif-
ference. Killing one another
in fratricidal bloodbaths is
just what those backwards
tribal people over there do;
it's hardly newsworthy. The
media's apathy towards any-
thing related to Africa with
the possible exception of
Bono's fundraising concerts
amounts to outright racism.
Those black people in that
distant continent are not
important enough to waste
valuable airtime on. Consider
if Germany or France were to
erupt in a bloodbath which
saw the slaughter of over
800,000 civilians in a matter
of days as occurred in
Rwanda. One would think
that would receive more than
just passing mention.
I don't mean to imply that
all those who work in the
media are outright racists,
but rather that the indiffer-
ence shown towards conflict
in parts of the world
like
Africa is a symptom of latent
racial prejudices which con-
tinue to permeate our society.
The latent anti-Semitism in
the 1940s caused the Western
world to stand idly by and
watch the near-annihilation
of entire groups of people,
the question now is what les-
sons have we learned?
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Saddam's gone but Iraq's problems remain
Ruben
Gu-Konu
Guest
Columnist
The war launched by the
Bush administration against
Saddam Hussein in early
2003 hit a critical point when
on December 14, 2003, the
former Iraqi ruler was arrest-
ed by American troops in his
hometown of Tikrit in north-
ern Iraq.
Right away, the Bush
administration shouted victo-
ry and called the
arrest a sig-
nificant turn for democracy
in the New Iraq. Even as a
fierce opponent of the war, I
still salute the arrest of the
former Iraqi president who at
a given point was to answer
to his own people about years
of tyrannical rule. But unlike
the Bush administration, the
capture of Mr. Hussein has
sparked some serious con-
cerns, if not fears, in my
mind.
The United States claimed
throughout the conflict that
instituting democracy in Iraq
was one of the key objectives
of the American occupation.
Democracy will mean that
the Iraqi people will be given
the right to choose their own
rulers, who will be held
accountable for the handling
of public affairs. Different
political parties will be given
the right to present them-
selves to the Iraqi public and
campaign for supremacy.
Looking at this concept,
serious fears arise in my
mind. As Bush has under-
gone serious scrutiny about
the companies that were
given the reconstruction con-
tracts and how they are all
American companies that
have endorsed him for the
2004 campaign, it is clear
that the United States plan to
play a pivotal role in the
political reconstruction of
Iraq. If that is the case, the
Bush administration needs to
be aware of a few concerns
that cannot be overlooked.
When the Iraqis will be
ready to choose their new
rulers, extremist political
parties, members of the for-
mer regime, political parties
with anti-western and anti-
American views, Islamic fun-
damentalist parties with pos-
sible affiliation to extremist
Islamic groups could all sur-
face. In these cases, the
involvement of Washington
will be more crucial than ever
in the success of the new
Iraq. Will they permit demo-
cratically elected radicals
take over in Iraq if the people
are so inclined?
These issues at this point
in time do not hold a great
importance but the failure of
the Bush administration to
address them will most likely
result in severe tensions with
the possibility of turning the
hard-fought liberation' into a
civil and religious conflict.
With Syria and Iran next
door with vast Islamic funda-
mentalist populations, a reli-
gious conflict could have dis-
astrous repercussions on the
future of Iraq, the credibility
of the United States and also
stability in the whole region.
The Bush administration
was warned both domestical-
ly and internationally of its
image in the Muslim world
and how affected that image
will be if its military was sent
into Iraq. Now that the war
has already begun and given
that the coalition forces face
daily attacks, it is critical
that the United States do not
interfere in the installation of
some kind of' political rule in
Iraq. Leave it to the people to
choose who will be their
leader and how.
The arrest of Saddam
Hussein might mean the end
of a tyrannical era to some
but it will also represent the
beginning of a long and diffi-
cult reconstruction process,
especially on the political and
religious levels, for the Iraqi
people. The choices and deci-
sions are theirs and only
theirs because they will
rebuild the peaceful future of
their nation and maintain it
long after the American liber-
ators return home.
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for the 2004-2005 school year
Studenthouses.ca now renting houses on Ezra Ave
(350' to campus) for next year
• 4 & 5 Bedroom houses
• Large common areas in Kitchen
• Large bedrooms
• 2 full bathrooms
• 24 Hour property management
• Free parking
• Walk out with deck
• First come first serve...limited number of suites
studentTlT Students living the 1
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Hazing
Hazing Banned at WLU
WLU Athletics has taken a proactive stance on hazing in
varsity sports
Dan Polischuk
Cord Intern
In addition to the pressures
of academics, practices and
games, varsity rookies often
have to deal with pressure
from their older teammates
to participate in humiliating
and degrading hazing ritu-
als.
The WLU Department of
Athletics and Recreation
defines hazing as any initia-
tion situation that produces
discomfort and violates WLU
policy. But for many, this is
either unknown or ignored.
This is why Laurier has
begun to take a stand against
any behaviour that may hurt
the experience that students
have playing for the school
and cause a drop-off in the
number of people trying out
for varsity teams. They have
done this by creating the
Student Athlete Code of
Conduct accompanied by dis-
ciplinary committee made up
of administrators and varsity
athletes.
Ashley Stephenson, a var-
sity athletic representative
on the committee, believes
that the Code of Conduct is
fair but has to continue being
recognized by the athletes.
Stevenson commented, "I
don't think hazing is a big
issue on campus, but the
school has just made a stance
on it just to make sure it
doesn't happen."
But the disciplinary com-
mittee, consisting of 10-12
members, has already had to
deal with one case already
this year, which involved the
suspension of the team cap-
tains from the Men's Rugby
team. According to Wayne
Go wing', Manager of Inter-
Univeristy Athletics and
Student Athlete
Development, the situation
warranted an investigation
when one of the team mem-
bers came back to his dorm
"When there is an
event such as this,
the captains are the
ones who organize
it."
-Wayne Gowing, Manager of
Inter-University Athletics and
Student Athlete
Development.
intoxicated. In a report from
his Don, the student was
asked what happened and the
words 'rookie party' came up.
During 1 the investigation,
no member of the team
admitted to anything 1 occur-
ring.
"It was a 'was-it' or 'was-it-
not' situation. We asked the
first years on the team, but
they said nothing went on,"
said Gowing. When asked
why the captains were sus-
pended, Gowing replied,
"When there is an event such
as this, the captains are the
ones who organize it."
Stephenson, on the other
hand, believes the rugby inci-
dent might have been blown
up a bit as an example to the
other teams, but sees this as
a reminder that athletes are
representing the school as
well as the team.
Peter Baxter, WLU
Athletic Director, is actually
the brain behind the develop-
ment of the code and the dis-
ciplinary council, using his
experience in education pro-
grams for athletes dating
back to his days as athletics
director at the University of
Toronto. He cites hazing- as a
deterrent from participating
in different sports and
believes student athletes are
more creative than having' to
engage in excessive alcohol
use and humiliating behav-
iour.
On the subject of why a
code of conduct was created,
Baxter remarked that the
expansion of the university
was the biggest reason, but
Wayne Cowing* noted that
Laurier's most serious haz-
ing incident occurred about
three years ago, involving
the Men's Swim teamand the
Women's Lacrosse team.
While not getting into
details, Gowing noted that
the situation warranted mul-
tiple suspensions as well as
volunteer work within the
community.
The Women's Lacrosse
incident involved singing in
front of other students,
drinking at a teammates'
house and the wearing of
diapers to class with various
slogans emblazoned such as
"Warning, anal leakage may
occur".
Five to six lacrosse rook-
ies participated in the pro-
ceedings.
As WLU looks to protect
its students, the CIS stands
100% in the university's deci-
sion making while not actu-
ally getting involved them-
selves. CIS President Drew
Love noted that while the CIS
Constitution does not specifi-
cally have a regulation set
aside for hazing - they only
govern the rules for the field
of play - it is deemed unac-
ceptable.
"We don't encourage it, we
don't condone it and we don't
promote it," said Love.
And while he does not
know if hazing can be com-
pletely eliminated, Love
believes that its just a matter
of the students knowing
between right from wrong.
Love added, "Hazing is a
cyclical issue. I think with
continued education, dili-
gence and communication, I
believe that the cycle has a
better chance of being bro-
ken."
And this is exactly the
view of WLU says Go wing,
who noted they are trying to
tell rookies that in no way do
they have to participate in
such activities.
"This student-athlete code
of conduct is a very proactive
way of preventing those
things from happening."
And there are to be no
excuses now for student ath-
letes.
The Athletic Department
has taken strides to make the
rules, modeled from universi-
ties across Canada and the
US, evident to the athletes
through outlets such as their
own coaches, orientation
forums and having it posted
on the Laurier Athletics web-
site.
But while Stephenson sees
taking these initiatives to
protecting student athletes
as a productive move, she
believes that it is not a big
problem on campus; "Most
teams just want to go out and
have fun."
And that is exactly what
WLU wants to maintain with
its athletics program - hav-
ing fun. But the only way of
doing so was setting up
something that would deter
people from ruining that.
So while the play on the
field continues its excellence,
it's the play off of it the uni-
versity will try to improve for
the present and beyond.
"I think it's probably
worthwhile for our student
athletes, advisory committee
and coaches to continue tak-
ing a re-look at it," said
Baxter, noting that the code
will improve with the school's
experiences.
While it improves, it is
hoped that the cycle will be
broken.
"In the end, I think our
student athletes have to
know that in no way shape or
form is [hazing] an accept-
able practice," said Gowing.
"Now we believe that as a
department, there's no gray
area. [Athletes] should be
well aware of what consti-
tutes hazing," he added.
But one has to wonder, in
the end, will the hazing actu-
ally stop or will it just force
those who do it to be more
creative? It has been said that
there is a solution to every-
thing, but this is one dilem-
ma that may never be elimi-
nated.
Definitions of
hazing:
"When groups
employ humiliation
and danger to initiate
new members into
their groups,
it
becomes hazing.
—Alfred University's
"Initiation Rites .in
American High
Schools"
"Any action taken or
sutiation created as
part of initiation for
membership or con-
tinued membership
on a team that pro-
duces mental or phys-
ical discomfort and
which
%
violates WLU
?-WL?I Department of
Athletics and
Recreation
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Hazing rampant in
the United States
Alfred University study shows that
hazing is commonplace but students
want hazing organizers punished
For anyone thinking that
joining an NCAA team in the
US through any of the over
200 colleges and universities,
you might just have to think
twice about how desperate
you are to play.
In a 1999 survey conduct-
ed by Alfred University in
New York State, approxi-
mately 80 % of NCAA ath-
letes have been involved in
activities identified as haz-
ing. This statistic was even
more surprising when 52% of
athletes believed that strong
disciplinary action should be
taken against those involved
in hazing incidents, but only
25% thought that the institu-
tion they attended actually
enforced disciplinary rules
against hazing.
While Alfred University
released the data, they also
took steps to developing rec-
ommendations for improving
the current situation. On the
top of the list was not only
producing an anti-hazing
policy but also educating
administration, coaching
staff and most importantly,
athletes on the school's policy
and their own definition on
hazing.
Other recommendations
involved enforcing the rules
to produce not only more
responsible and civil athletes
but also citizens of society.
One example of doing- so was
developing community
events that the whole athletic
department could take part
in.
Obviously,
growth does not
just come from
the athletes. It
must be exem-
plified through
the administra-
tions' actions.
Yale students
engage in an age
hold hazing ritu-
al - the paddling.
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There is great and glorious purpose in the march of the universes through
space. All of your mortal struggling is not in vain." (The Urantia Book 364:03)
"Religious experience unfailingly yields the "fruits of the spirit" in the daily life
of the spirit-led mortal." (The Urantia Book 1091.05)
PART 1 ~—
The central
and part i "Spiritual growth is first an awakening to needs, next a discernment of meanings,
Superuniverses
e Central and Supenmiverses and then a discovery of values." (The Urantia Book 1095:06)
PABT
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I
The Local universe The Local Universe "Peace in this life, survival in death, perfection in the next life, service in eternity
PABT
PART
all these are achieved (in spirit) now when the creature personality consents ~
rhe History ot ran
i History ofUran{ia chooses - to subject the creature will to the Father's will. (The urantia Book 1221:05)
The Life and partiv
Teachings of )esus The Life and Teachings of Jesus
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Punky life
Why do the punk rocker wannabe's
go for the Abercrombie & Fitch
wannabe's everytime???
Lindsay
Blewett
Staff
Writer
There's an annoying observa-
tion I've made lately that
gave me a little trouble figur-
ing out at first: the whole
punk guy falls for preppy
girl phenomena. What could
they possibly have in com-
mon? Music? Doubtful. I'm
not saying that preppy girls
don't listen to punk or hard-
core, but it's not exactly a
common occurrence (I'm also
talking about real punk. i.e.
The Sex Pistols,
Propaghandi, Strung Out,
Bad Religion, NOFX, etc., not
that
crap they're calling
punk nowadays).
Maybe they're dating
these guys because they seem
like the "bad" boy. On televi-
sion, girls have always been
attracted to dangerous men.
Drew Barry more fell for Sam
Rockwell in Charlie's Angels
(and rightly so), Sandy loved
Danny in Grease, Buffy fell
for two bad boys, Angel and
Spike, and Rory let Jesse
treat her like crap on Gilmore
Gills.
But that still doesn't
explain why the guys are
dating those girls. Maybe
these guys are just dating
them because they're shallow
and just want a hot girl on
their arm.
Somehow I don't think
that's it. These guys are
hardcore, they've got enough
surgical steel in their face to
poke out an eye, band shirts
are the norm, and they shop
at thrift stores. They're punk
and punk is DIY, it's about
rebellion, it's about being-
true to yourself, and listen-
ing to raw, powerful music.
Somehow, girls wearing head
to toe brand names just don't
say DIY to me. Why would
these guys, who are so pas-
sionate about their beliefs,
date someone who goes
against what they believe in?
Girls running around
wearing the latest trends is
completely against the whole
non-conformist ideal. So it
took me a little while to fig-
ure out what was going* on. I
think these so-called punks
aren't really punks at all.
They just look hardcore.
According* to MTV and Much
Music, punk is the new boy
band. Punk is the way to be
now, and its true meaning
has been lost in the seas of
consumerism. Now it's just a
lame-o trend and it's getting
harder and harder to distin-
guish the posers from the
true punks. Case in point.
There is this guy who
works at Sunrise up at
Conestoga Mali, complete
with a mohawk, double
labrets, gauged ears, and
cargo pants. One day I was in
there perusing their punk
selection, and there was this
5*2 waif chatting' him up and
flipping 1 her long* hair over
her shoulder every two sec-
onds, and the guy was eating
it up. What's the deal? He
should be looking- at her with
contempt, contempt for her
superficial apparel choices
and contempt for her oozing
conformity, Yon don't see
punk girls dating preppy
guys. I want a guy
who
wears Docs, owns plaid pants
and thinks that Johnny
Rotten was badass. I'm
becoming- more and more
convinced that there are no
punk guys out there who are
turned on by a girl in chucks,
a studded belt and a NOFX t-
shirt, mainly because society
has sold punk out. They
made it popular and in doing
so they created a whole series
of punk clones who have no
idea what it really means to
be punk. So, they wear the
clothes, and listen to the
music and date girls who
look like they have nothing
in common with them,
because they're really the
same, just in different cloth-
ing. In doing so, they've
made punk generic. It's a
new way to be trendy, just
like grunge was cool back in
the day, or big hair.
Funk used to be about
rebellion, but rebellion has to
take on a new form. Clothing
and music are no longer
options, because every time
we find something good, it
becomes a commodity to be
bought and sold. I think
Brandy from SLC Punk had
it right when she said,
"Rebellion happens in the
mind, you can't create it, you
just are."
Contributed Photo
According to Lindsay Blewett, guys like these only go
for the clean-cut, trendy girls. She says it's time
for such horrid actions to stop.
The irony of university
We learn to question and discuss, yet
we are forced to work for the very
corporations we criticize
Erika
Ivanic
Staff
Writer
There is a deep sense of irony
embedded into the role of a
typical university student,
lurking- in the shadows of the
Dr. Alvin Woods Building',
the Concourse and every-
where you step.
As students, we learn to
question everything- we have
previously been taught, yet
society expects us to remain
obedient subjects of the sta-
tus quo. We unconsciously
diverge into two separate
selves, split down the middle
between two completely dif-
ferent worlds. Our world at
Laurier and our world at
home. Think Galium in Lord
of the Rings, where each side
of his personality is in a per-
petual conflict with the other,
How do you get the two to
measure up?
University teaches you to
question the world around,
you, a world that once
appeared so normal, but now
appears to be only ail illu-
sion. Specifically, you are
taught to question the ideals
taught by the media, amidst a
society built increasingly on
consumerism. You beg-in
looking at the familiar world
around
you through new
eyes, asking- "why?"
University is a time when
material goods stop bringing
you comfort and you start for
going- the television sitcoms
for discussions about the
.meaning* of life. Within the
walls of Laurier, you dream
of a better world. A world
without borders or limita-
tions. A world without wars
or sweatshops. In your mind,
you wholeheartedly reject the
system and make a difference
in the world. All is well.
Leave university, however,
whether for Christmas holi-
days, the summer or gradua-
tion and you are thrown
headfirst into the real world.
A world where you are forced
to accept that high school
retail job all over again,
because constantly going-
back and forth from school
leaves you with little choice
in jobs. Which is why so
many found themselves rest-
There is irony in
learning sales
pitches, while
being taught that
the corporations
which hire you to
sell are corrupting
the world.
lessly searching' the malls to
find work for a few weeks
over Christmastime.
I'm not saying there's any-
thing* wrong- with this or that
retail isn't a respectable job: it
is. I can accept that from my
own experience. What I am
saying- is that there is a great
deal of irony in learning
sales pitches, while simulta-
neously being taught that the
corporations which hire you
to sell these products are cor-
rupting* the world.
Yet, you need money to
function within society and
just to attend school in the
first place. Unless yon are
lucky, few places other than
retail will hire you with the
knowledge that you are
returning' to school. So you
have little choice. Either lie,
or force yourself to suck up
your pride and upsize your
sales. You figure it's only for
a few weeks or only for the
summer, then you can return
to Laurier and continue to
dream again of a better
world. This allows you to jus-
tify it.
But somewhere along the
way an emptiness begins to
form, slowly gnawing away
inside of you, although you
just can't seem to put your
finger on it. You have sur-
passed your sales goal for the
day. Your manager has con-
gratulated this achievement
and it means high commis-
sion for you. So what could
possibly be missing?
Perhaps you feel fake.
Perhaps temporarily ignor-
ing everything you've been
taught just to earn some
money isn't the real you. You
know it isn't. You might have
worked at the same job years
ago and been perfectly con-
tent, but things have
changed since then. You have
changed. There eventually
comes a point where you feel
like you just can't take it
anymore. You're sick and
tired of acting like two differ-
ent people, while you remain
only one, stuck in a vicious
cycle that never ends. Work
to stay in school, attend
school and learn to he aware
of your job's brainwashing,
continue working again and
then return to learning. Is
there no other way?
You want out. You want to
make that difference you've
always dreamed of. And
you're the only one who is
forcing yourself to stay in. So
stop, look around you and
take that first step. The world
is waiting*.
sigh Home
Tips on how to
stay sane when
you long for
mommy or
daddy or both
JEN GORDON
Staff Writer
Home Sick or Sick Of Home?
It is almost inevitable that at
some time during your life
away at school you feel
either homesick or sick of
home. Most students have to
face these feelings so here
are some simple coping
mechanisms that will slowly
help diminish your feelings
of being homesick or help
you deal with being sick of
home.
Keep In Touch With Those
You Left Behind
Keeping in touch with your
loved ones back home is very
important. Communication
with your friends and family
will help ease your feelings
of home sickness but try not
to spend all your time email-
ing' and talking on the
phone. There are lots of
great people at school to talk
to as well. As time goes on
you shonlci call or write less
often until you reach a
phone calling/writing - limit
that is both wise to your
pocketbook and time sched-
ule, Eventually make plans
to go home for a weekend
and visit your family and
friends,
Surround Yourself With
Familiarity
It is wise to bring objects
from home that are familiar
to you and have sentimental
value. Some students deal
with homesickness by put-
ting' up pictures of their fam-
ily and friends on wall or
bringing things that remind
you of home like a small rug
or blanket. These memories
will provide comfort when
you need it and are also good
conversation pieces.
Make Some Friends And Talk
To Them About It
One of the best ways to cope
with being homesick is to
join a club and meet some
WilburMcLean
Don't worry, be happy...homesickness may leave you feeling a
bit
low, but talking about it may help.
Thursday January B.2nai
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Horoscopesfor2004
Daniel Roth provides horoscopes
for the New Year
Happy Birthday
Capricorn!
Make sure you stay focussed
on your goals
or plans. Only
challenges will arise if you
stray from
what you have set
out to do. Financial security
is going- to be increasing- in
the summer months. Make
sure you save
whatever you
can for an unexpected prob-
lem. A new goal situation will
keep you busy in the fall.
You're in for a busy year.
March 21 - April 19
The beginning of' the year
could be more stressful that
you like. If you are having*
troubles make sure you con-
sult friends. Over the course
of the year make sure you do
what is best for you.
Following- your intuition will
help you to reach the goals
you want to achieve. You
will
have more direction in your
life in the later part of the
year.10.
Luckiest month: September.
Taurus
April 20 - May 20
Relationships with friends or
a partner will continue to
grow as you wish in the first
part of the year. The people
you are around you will be
around for a long time.
Everything you've worked
for will pay off in the middle
of the year and you
will feel
quite rewarded. Lots of unex-
pected situations will start to
pop up around the fall.
Luckiest month: August.
Gemini
mu 5
May 21 - June 21
You are going to start the
year off by feeling victorious
after a long* battle. Something
you have been working* on for
a while is finally going- to be
over. Financially things could
be tight in the middle of the
year so make sure you can
save any extra money. In the
alter part of the year you
could be starting- a new job or
finding- a new source of
income.
Luckiest month: February.
Cancer |fe§i
June 22 - July 22 Kx''" .Jm
Don't get stuck on any issues
by always bring- up past prob-
lems. It's a new year and time
for new situations.
Relationships with a partner
or friends are going - to be a
big- part of your life around
the middle of the year.
Everything
- will seem to fall
into place as you intend. The
later part of the year is going
to be amazing. Lots of things
you're dreaming* about are
going to happen.
Luckiest month: March.
Leo
~
y
July 23 - August 22
Financially you will continue
to balance your budget. Just
remember it's always good to
have a little extra cash so
don't ever over spend. Some
extra stressors could keep
you busy in the middle of the
year and an unexpected situ-
ation may cause you to re-
evaluate some things in the
fall. If something* doesn't
work don't be afraid to try
and start over fresh.
Luckiest month: January.
Virgo
Augusi 23 - September 23 ;*•. v|$|
Friendships of all types are
going to be advancing the
way you want in the begin-
ning - of the year. There will be
lots of growth in all areas of
your life. You will contem-
plate a financial issue in the
mid summer which could
lead you to making* a change
for the fall. You may wish to
try and do something a little
more creative by the end of
the year
Luckiest month: March.
Libra pKpil
September 24 • October 22
Make sure you take every-
thing going on right now
seriously. Important situa-
tions could be starting soon
and you don't want to be
unorganised. Lots of stresses
in the mid year
will keep you
busy but everything is going*
to be productive. By the fall
you will be able to celebrate
your achievements and will
be rewarded for your efforts.
Luckiest month: December.
Scorpio
October 23-Noverober 21
' i
You will continue to work on
the goals you have set for
yourself; there isn't anything*
really new situations coining
this year that are significant.
This can be a good thing. You
will continue to work towards
your goals in the summer and
fell quite rewarded by doing
so. In the fall expect much joy
to come into your life.
Luckiest month: November.
Sagittarius
November 22 - December 21
A relationship will either be
starting* for you or you will
be continuing to grow with
your partner if you are in a
relationship. A decision will
have to be .made regarding
family issues in the summer
and you will have some finan-
cial decisions to think about
in the fall. Overall you will
have a lot of thinking* to do
this year, don't hesitate to ask
for advice.
Luckiest month: January.
Capricorn
December 22 - January 19
Make sure you stay focussed
on your goals or plans. Only
challenges will arise if you
stray from what you have set
out to do. Financial security is
going* to be increasing in the
summer months. Make sure
you save whatever you can for
an unexpected problem. A new
goal situation will keep you
busy in the fall. You're in for a
busy year.
Luckiest month: April.
Aquarius
January 20 - February 19 tStfcfl m
A new situation will be pre-
senting itself soon. Try to
tackle and problem with a
creative approach and you
will solve it faster. Many dif-
ferent situations will keep
you busy in the spring. Make
sure you don't combine any of
the situations, they will be
unrelated. By the late sum-
mer you will be feeling much
more relaxed as things will
be going as you intend.
Luckiest month: November.
Pisces
February 20 - March 20
,
' 1
You are going to spend the
first part of the year finish-
ingl up old business. Do this
as quickly as possible to allow
for new situations to present
themselves. By the early sum-
mer you will have to be extra
careful with your finances,
make sure you don't over-
spend. You will have a deci-
sion to make regarding a
relationship in the fall.
Luckiest month: September.
Daniel Roth is a Journalism
graduate of Conestoga College
and is currently a
Communication Studies
student at Wilfrid Laurier. He
has studied Astrology and
other topics of that genrefor
almost ten years,-
Food for Thought
DAVE BONE
Restaurant Critic
If you ask most Laurier stu-
dents, it is likely that many
will not have heard of the
Centre in the Square,
Kitchener's live performing
arts venue located on Queen
St. just off King. They fea-
ture such events as live con-
certs, comedy shows, plays,
and on the night that my
guest and I were visiting the
establishment, an opera. The
one catch was that we were
not interested in Ontario
Opera's rendition of Popera,
but rather were there for a
night at the Artbar, a unique
dining venue right across
irom the doors to the theatre.
We entered the small
trendy dining room located
through a couple sets of dou-
ble-doors. The host took us to
tne corner of the restaurant
and sat us at a nice table that
had nice settings and candle-
light. The relaxing jazz
music and the art on the
walls created a nice environ-
ment. One side of the restau-
rant is a large window look-
ing' out into the entrance to
the theatre while another
side is a lengthy bar. both of
which fit well with the artis-
tic and somewhat abstract
theme throughout the
restaurant.
Artbar's menu is
divided into four
sections;
temptations,
intrigue,
inspiration, and
satisfaction.
Our server came over to
us and took a drink order
while letting us know what
the specials were. Artbar's
menu is divided into four sec-
tions; temptations, intrigue,
inspiration, and satisfaction.
Items found under tempta-
tions and intrigue are usual-
ly meant to be starters. My
friend ordered the sauteed
escargots and mushrooms on
crisp polenta ($11) and I
chose the cured arctic char
napolean ($9). After bread
was brought out, the first
taste of the artistic presenta-
tion was about to be on us,
and it didn't disappoint. They
were both extremely detailed
and well presented, with cre-
ative garnishing- and an
appealing- appearance. The
intrigue section contained
more soups and salads priced
between $5-$7.
The main courses were all
very tempting' although I
decided to go with the verbal
special our server had told us
previously. A grilled pork
tenderloin with double
smoked bacon and savoy cab-
bage ($25) was the choice of
my guest, while the special I
chose was wild boar. The
presentation was impressive
once again and my friend
thoroughly enjoyed her dish
while
my
meal was fantastic,
something a bit different but
the boar meat was very good
and the preparation did it
justice.
Totally filled to the brim
we decided to brave it and
have dessert, or as they like
to call it at the Artbar, satis-
faction. All the desserts cost
$7 and sounded interesting,
but we decided on an order of
the sauteed bananas in rum
cream with chocolate
ganache and the red wine
poached pear with sweetened
goat's cheese. The pear was
not bad, the sweetened goat's
cheese was definitely the
highlight but the bananas
were the best and stole the
dessert show. The Artbar did
live up to their creative and
artistic billing-, an excellent
meal combined with good
service and some unique
qualities make it a great
place for a night on the town
and comes recommended
from yours truly.
Contributed Photo
A more eccentric choice for dining. Kitchener's Artbar offers a
creative spin on food and wine.
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friends. Since most students
have felt homesick you are
sure to meet someone who
has felt the way you do and
can help you overcome it.
Keeping busy will always
brighten your mood and a
club will give you something-
to do.
Here are three ways to
deal with being* sick of home
that won't leave you camping-
out in the 24 hour lounge
until the early hours of the
morning, attempting to
avoid what's waiting- for you
at home.
1. Attempt To Talk The
Problem Out
If the problem is with one of
your sibling's or parents it is
best to talk to them about it.
Thebest approach is, to deter-
mine what it is that makes
you drudge going- home and
address this specifically.
Make sure you are courteous
Keeping busy will
always brigthen
your mood and a
club will give you
something to do.
to their feeling's and offer
practical solutions to the
problem that everyone can
agree on.
2. Spend Some Time Outside
The House
By spending llftS night at a
friend's house, joining- a club
or volunteering you can
receive a needed break from
your usual: environment and
it can help you develop a life
outside your house.
3. Keep A Journal
If talking' to the people living
with you doesn't show any
results, keeping a journal
can help you express your
feelings. Even if keeping a
journal isn't your style just
write how you are feeling
once in a while on a sheet of
lined paper. This escape of
built up emotion will help
you keep your focus and per-
sonally deal with the prob-
lem.
The most important thing
to remember when dealing
with being' homesick or sick
of home is that you have to
give it time because eventual-
ly the feelings will lessen.
Wilbur McLean
Writing in a journal each day may help to alleviate some
of your
homesick feelings.
Horoscope
Week of January 8-13
Happy Birthday
Capricorn!
If someone tries to take
charge of what you are sup-
posed to do on your birthday
remind this person that he or
she will have the final say in
what you are going to do.
Make sure you're wishes are
met; make sure you. have a
good time before you get
busy with school.
Aries
March 21 - April 19
You could be offered the
chance to start something
new which would help your
finances. Don't go into the
situation completely naive.
Make sure you do some
research on anything new
you could be involved with
that isn't school. Make sure
it's something you want to
do.
Luckiest day: January 10.
Taurus
April 20 - May 20
Stability in a relationship is
going to continue for a while.
And this relationship could
be just with a close friend, or
a partner. Either way a true
friend is going to be around
to help you with whatever
problem could arise.
Luckiest day: January 12.
Gemini
May 21 - June 21
You could have some kind of
legal issue arise. It could be
something like reporting a
theft, an accident or even
signing a contract. Whatever
it is it's a minor inconven-
ience and is nothing to stress
about. If yon are signing a
contract make sure you read
everything.
Luckiest day: January 8.
Cancer
June 22 - July 22
You have many skills and tal-
ents. People around you can
see all these traits in you and
its time you start showing
them off. Apply all of your
gifts to work and school and
everything will become a lot
easier. Expect people to start
asking you for advice.
Luckiest day: January 10.
Leo
July 23 - August 22
Try and keep yourself
grounded in the first few-
weeks of school. Don't get
upset if things don't go the
way you like right away.
Your attitude is going to be
contagious, so make sure you
treat others the way you
want to be treated.
Luckiest day: January 8.
Virgo
August 23 - September 23
Make sure you write down
any goals you have. Good
thing's are going to start hap-
pening to you once you start
to focus on what you would
like to achieve. Any chal-
lenges that arise in the next
while are not related, so treat
each individually.
Luckiest day: January 13.
Libra
September 24 - October 22
For the New Year make sure
you start a budget and keep
to it. Financial issues will not
be much of a concern if you
keep updated on what's going
on in your bank accounts.
Keeping spending to a mini-
mum for the next while is
recommended.
Luckiest day: January 9.
Scorpio 11 fjm
October 23-November 21
I 1
Be sure you follow any gut
instincts or intuitive hunches.
Your sub conscious will be
trying to help you out. Record
any dreams or unusual or not
they may help you with differ-
ent problems during your
daily routine.
Luckiest day: January 9.
Sagittarius ;
November 22 - December 21
Someone could be offering
you to
be a part of something 1
you wouldn't
have considered
or donebefore. Whatever it is
the new situation will bring
you the people and the
knowl-
edge to help you with many
different aspects of life.
Luckiest day: January 9.
Capricorn
December 22 ■ January 19
~
Make sure you are not
dwelling on the past when
dealing with new situations or
people. Don't link past prob-
lems to current situations,
they are not linked. Write
down your goals and focus on
what you want to achieve this
year.
Luckiest day: January 10.
Aquarius
January 20 - February 1 9
Someone whom you respect
will be offering- you some-
thing. It could be a material
gift or a gift of knowledge.
Either way you will value
what this person is offering
you. Don't let the opinions of
others cloud the decisions
you've made regarding what
you want.
Luckiest day: January 11.
Pisces * |
February 20 - March 20
Make sure everything is
locked up or secured as some-
thing could be stole. Fate is
going to be a major part of
your life for the next while so
whenever something hap-
pens, good or bad, make sure
you look and see what can be
learned from the situation.
Luckiest day: January 13.
Daniel Rot ft is a Journalism
graduate ofConestoga College
and is currently a
Communicatiov Studies
student at Wilfrid Laurier. He
has studied Astrology and
other topics oftfyaigen re for
almost ten years,- '
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Sports
Coach Jeffries speaks out
Laurier's Men's Football Coach speaks
out on his team, the recent incidents
and the future of Laurier's program.
DEREK IWANUK
Sports Editor
For the first time since the
incidents that shocked the
Laurier athletic community,
Coach Jeffries gives his per-
spective on the events past,
the present and the future of
Laurier football.
The Cord: Since the incidents
with Medler, Melis and
McGuffin, what have you
said to the players, if any-
thing at all?
Jeffries: We have met on two
occasions after each alleged
incident and the main thing
we have talked about is choic-
es. We have to make good
choices, certainly better
choices. We've talked about
the violence and how we do
not condone it. We have
talked about how there is a
place for physicality in the
sport we play, but there is no
place for it off the field. That
is the main thing we have
tried to impress on the kids,
We cannot do some of the
things that have been
allegedly doneby our kids.
The Cord: How are the other
players dealing' with the situ-
ation? Has there been any
backlash from the incident?
Jeffries: I guess it's to be
expected. There is a lot of our
student body that are con-
cerned. The student body-
administration, faculty are
extremely concerned with
this kind of behaviour. Our
kids have handled it as well
as can be expected. We are
encouraging them to stay
away from any potential
problems that can occur. At
the same time, I understand
the concern of the student
body. It is something we need
to be conscious of and we
have to be much better at our
behaviour. We recognize that
we are a focal group, the foot-
ball team is very visible and
our behaviour is being
watched. We absolutely can
not act or react at some of the
incidents that have been
alleged.
The Cord: How do you think
incidents like these affect
relations? Do you think
it
will have a major effect on
support for the upcoming
season?
Jeffries: Everyone is con-
cerned. There are a lot of
answers we don't have, I'm
hopeful that they will contin-
ue to be supportive and rec-
ognize that there were isolat-
ed incidents and that this
does not reflect the other 70
kids in the program and
the
ten coaches. I think they do
recognize that and they will
continue to support us like
they have. They have certain-
ly been very encouraging in
any dealings I have had with
them.
The Cord: You were saying
before about focusing on the
off-field preparation because
of these incidents. Do you
feel that you or any of the
coaching staff takes any
responsibility for what hap-
pened?
Jeffries: I certainly do. This
is my team. I take full
responsibility for what we do
on and off the field. As long-
as they are representing the
university and this football
program then yeah, I do take
responsibility Our prepara-
tion this year was so focused
on winning, on turning the
one and seven season around,
that maybe I was negligent in
our off-field focus and
I cer-
tainly plan to correct that.
That is going to be a high
focus this year. I'm so thank-
ful that the Smith kid is okay.
And we can use this as a
tremendous learning experi-
ence and hope that this never
happens again. I certainly
did not mean that I condone
violence. That violence is so
wrong. And what that kid
had to endure is so wrong.
But it's a matter of, these are
my kids. These
kids are part
of my football family and I
won't turn my back on
them.
If they need support. I'm still
going to be there for them.
But I also recognize that if I
did some of the things that
we have allegedly done, then
we are going to pay a penal-
ty. I certainly by all means do
not condone violence.
The Cord: Some people have
questioned about you sup-
porting the players. But in
response to them, you don't
care, you support your play-
ers no
matter what?
Jeffries: Well I certainly care.
It hurt quite frankly that a
number of people misinter-
preted it what I said and
how
I feel. I definitely care, but
like I said earlier, they are
like my own children.
Regardless of what they did
and how bad it was, I would
still have to be there for them
if I could help them in some
way. And again, it does not
mean I condone
what they
allegedly did. In fact I don't
like what they did at all and
there is no place in our socie-
ty for that. There is a huge
difference between the physi-
cality and violence on the
field and there is absolutely
no place for it off the field.
The Cord: How do incidents
like these affect recruiting?
Jeffries: We were riding a
great wave during the season
in terms of interest and I'm
extreinemly hopeful that it is
still there. It is apparent
here, the first two days back
from school, that there is still
significant interest in the
program and
we are going to
carry
on now and try and
have as good recruiting a
year as we did
last year.
There is certainly a lot of
kids out there that have
shown interest and we are
going to continue to pursue
them. I suspect that it will
affect it to a certain degree,
but I think we can battle
throw it.
The Cord: Where do you see
the football program in 2004,
with these incidents over-
shadowing' them? Do you
think they will overshadow
the 2004 season?
Jeffries: I'm hopeful not. We
are starting' our winter pro-
gram next week. I think that
once we get back into the
weight room, and our quick-
ness training and our RIM
park workout every Friday.
Once we get back doing what
we like to do. we can focus on
that and not on some of
things that have happened. I
would hope by next season
we have got through this and
learned from this and cer-
tainly that we don't forget it.
And I'm hoping it won't
a ffect our performance at all.
www.laurierathletics.com
Coach Jeffries looks to focus on
off-field preperation in 2004.
Is Crosby the next
great one or hype?
Colin
Duffett
Colin's
Corner
His first ever World Junior
Hockey Championship goal
was sent to the Hockey Hall
of Fame and Wayne Gretzky
has already said that he
could be the player that could
break the Great One's
records. But there is one
problem, Sidney Crosby has
yet to play a single NHL
hockey game.
Granted, Crosby is only 16
years of age and as a result is
too young to play in the NHL
but that is my point exactly.
How can so many people who
are "experts" in the game of
hockey say that Crosby is the
next Great One when he has-
n't even lined-up against the
Mario Lemieux, Eric
Lindros, Jason
Spezza, Vincent
Lecavilier all at one
point have been
considered the
next 'one'
Scott Stevens', Chris
Pronger's and Rob Blake's of
the NHL.
We are already experienc-
ing what I will call "Sidney
Saturation." At 16, he is
being groomed to be the next
All-Star. TSN had cameras set
up in Cole Harbour, Nova
Scotia to catch the random
reactions of the teen sensa-
tion's hometown. I reiterate
my point that he hasn't
played an NHL game or
scored an NHL goal, let alone
803.
Crosby finished 19th on
the list of scoring leaders
with two goals and three
assists for five points. For
the next great superstar this
is a far cry from the
bench
mark of 17 points that Wayne
Gretzky and Eric Lindros,
who I shall remind you was
also touted as the next
Gretzky, put on the board in
1978 and 1991 respectively.
I will admit that Crosby is
in fact a tremendous hockey
player. His 76 points in 33
QMJHL (Quebec Major
Junior Hockey League)
games is no easy feat for any
player in any league. I will
credit him with being a
tremendous Junior player
with a tremendous upside
that could see him go first
overall in the 2005 entry
draft but 76 points and first
overall does not a Gretzky
make.
Mario Lemieux, Eric
Lindros, Jason Spezza,
Vincent Lecavilier all at one
point have been considered
the next 'one.' Granted,
Lemieux, Lindros and
Lecavilier all have had suc-
cessful careers but hardly
record breaking.
There is a very good rea-
son why many of Gretzky's
records will never be broken.
Gretzky was part of a group
of unparalleled talent. Mark
Messier, Paul Coffey, Glen
Anderson, Jari Kurri are just
a few of the hall of fame
inductees and future
inductees that Gretzky had
the chance to play with.
When Crosby is drafted in
2005 at the age of 18, he will
be part of the worst NHL of
2004, hardly a team to equal
or even compete with the
Edmonton Oilers of the
1980s. Hell, they probably
wouldn't even stack up with
the Gretzky era Los Angeles
Kings, where even Bernie
Nichols, yes, Bernie Nichols
scored over 70 goals in one
season.
Maybe it is time that hock-
ey minds listen to Crosby's
father. Mr. Crosby told TSN
that his son wasn't a special
player rather he was just
really good. Really good can
get you a long ways in pro-
fessional sports but it does
not make you a hockey god.
I, for one, won't be worship-
ping this golden calf.
Contributed Photo
Will Crosby break Gretzky's
records? Duffett doesn't think so
New coaches on
the Hawk bench
Osbourne and
West-McMaster to
coach women's
I hockey
DAN POLISCHUK
Cord Intern
Just in time for the second
half of the season, Laurier
Athletics has announced that
Rick Osbourne will be the
new bench boss for the Lady
Hawks with Brandy West-
McMaster serving as the
assistant coach.
Osbourne replaces Bill
Bowker, who was let go early
in the team's season. Since
1999, Bowker led the Hawks
to a 71-13-7 record capturing
a gold, two silver and a
bronze at the OUA
Championships as well as a
silver medal at the national
level. He is moving on to 'fur-
ther professional career pur-
suits', as stated in a Laurier
Athletics press release. A
financial settlement between
WLU and Bowker prohibits
either side from publicly dis-
cussing the matter.
Respected in terms of
coaching himself, Osbourne
is a Hockey Canadaevaluator
and scout for the Ontario
region. He is also one of the
founding members of the
National Women's Hockey
League and has coached
hockey at the club level as
well as Provincial Junior 'A'.
Osbourne will likely sign a
three-year contract for the
part-time position.
Brandy West-McMaster
takes the assistant's post a
year after completing her
playing eligibility.
"She's an up and coming
coach out of Regina and a
former CIS Player of the
Year," said Peter Baxter,
Laurier Athletic Director.
"She comes highly recom-
mended/'
She has signed a three-
month contract.
When asked her reaction
to getting hired by the uni-
versity, West-McMaster said,
"I was a little surprised to get
a coaching position so early.
It was nice." She added that
she is aiming to learn as
much as possible in terms of
day-to-day operations and
"just coaching in general."
Baxter explained that the
hiring occurred when it did
because he did not want to
give up on a good season.
A
search was conducted nation
wide, with the aid of Hockey
Canada, to determine the best
person for the job. Over
40
applications came in
before
the deadline, set for mid-
December. After a scanning
process, it was
determined
that Osbourne and West-
McMaster would fit best at
Laurier. "We'll take the rest of
the season step-by-step. The
girls are excited though
that
things are back on track,
said Baxter.
"The women on the hock-
ey team now know
that this
is the future. They
are
focused on moving forward
to the national champi-
onships."
In their first games
behind the bench during the
Theresa Humes Invitational
tournament in Quebec this
past week, the team posted
a
win and two losses.
All
games were
decided by a
goal, including a tough
loss
to number two-ranked
Concordia, 2-1.
Interim coaches Jamie
MacDonald and
Bullock, filling in until
the
hiring, will remain with
the
squad as assistant coaches.
Thursday January ft ?nai20
NFL playoffs begin
DEREK IWANUK
Sports Editor
After watching the ball drop,
kissing- your loved one and
for some, holding- your head
in the toilet, the new year is
one of the duller
moments in
the year.
But for the sports
fans things are just about to
heat up. The peak of this is
the New Year's Bowl games
in college football and the
NFL playoffs. Last weekend,
the playoffs began with the
Wildcard Weekend.
There were no real sur-
prises, Indianapolis spanked
Denver in a 41-10 rout, the
Carolina Panthers dominated
Dallas 29-10, Tennessee just
edged Baltimore 20 - 17 on a
last-second field goal by 44
year old kicker Gary
Anderson and finally Green
Bay beat Seattle
in overtime
33-27 when A 1 Harris
returned an interception 52
yards for a touchdown.
This weekend the divi-
sional playoff's begin, anoth-
er crucial step in the journey
to Superbowl XXXVIII in
Houston, We will breakdown
the games and predict who
will go to the conference
finals next week.
AFC
Indianapolis Colts vs Kansas
City Chiefs
Personally, this game is the
most intriguing' of the week-
end. The Colts are going into
Kansas City after one of the
best offensive showings in
recent NFL playoff history
when they stomped the
Denver Broncos 41-10 on
Sunday.
Kansas City's defense has
shown signs of decay ever
since they were upset by the
Bengals in Week 13.
However, the Chiefs have one
of the best offenses in the
NFL and should give the
Colts defense its toughest test
of the season.
Games between two high
powered offenses with
mediocre defenses usually
end up in either a blowout or
a shootout. If you're playing
Over/Under on this game,
choose under, or check your-
self into a mental institution,
or better yet, just mail me
your money.
Prediction: KC holds off the
Colts as they choke on the
road in the hostile environ-
ment. Kansas City 38
Indianapolis 34.
Tennessee Titans vs New
England Patriots
This game has upset written
all over it. The Titans are
coming off one of the most
emotional wins of the season
when they beat Baltimore on
the road for the first time in
five attempts. Eddie George
played with a separated
shoulder and Steve McNair
threw for three interceptions
and they still won the game.
McNair won't throw three
picks this week, and the
Titans will give the overrated
Pats all they can handle.
However, Tom. Brady
always plays his big* games
in the postseason like lie did
in 2001 when they went on to
win the Super Bowl. This
isn't the same underdog- team
that won the Super Bowl two
years ago, though. Winning-
is expected and the pressure
may prove to be too much.
Prediction: Tennessee's
defense continues to play
strong and Tom Brady once
again shows that Michigan
quarterbacks are overrated.
Tennessee 16 New England
10
NFC
Carolina vs St Louis
Carolina showed that they
belonged in the playoffs with
an impressive performance
over Bill Parcell's Dallas
Cowboys last week. The
Carolina defense is one of the
best in the NFL and this
week, they will face their
most challenging test of the
year taking on the Rams at
home in the dome.
The Rams are undefeated
at home this year, and their
high powered offense is at
the best when they are on the
turf at home.
Prediction: Carolina's offense
finally shows its true colours
and is dominated by the St.
Louis defense. Jake
Delhomme goes back to
Louisiana and is eaten by an
alligator. Steve Irwin's infant
son tames alligator, but not
before DeLhomme's arms are
gnawed off. Carolina looks
for new quarterback in the
offseason.
St Louis 21 Carolina 3.
Philadelphia Eagles vs Green
Bay Packers
In what could be a memorable
game between a quarterback
yet to reach- his full potential,
versus a quarterback near
the end of his career, Brett
Favre and the Green Bay-
Packers travel to Philly in
what could end up being- a
classic.
Brett Favre and Ahman
Green could be carrying- the
Green Bay offence to glory.
The Packers defense is play-
ing' well, despite some mis-
cues in their last game ver-
sus Seattle. Philly is on cloud
nine: after starting the sea-
son 2-3, the Eagles rallied to
win ten of their next eleven
games and winning home
field advantage throughout
the playoffs.
McNabb is evolving into
one of the most prolific quar-
ter-backs in NFL history.
Prediction: This game is the
one to watch this weekend.
Both teams are evenly
matched but with Philly los-
ing one of their top running
backs Brian Westbrook,
Correll Buckhalter and Duce
Staley will have to look to
step it up. This could be
Favre's last game, as retire-
ment seems to hang in the air
for one of the NFL's greats.
Prediction: Green Bay 21
Philly 20
Contributed Photo
Kansas City looking to go 10ng... very long. Longer than ever.
Contributed Photo
Green Bay Packers look to jump out of the way, while the Philadelphia Eagles dive
for the ball.
BCS ramblings
Bernard
Dawson
B-man's
Beefs
Since 1998 fans of US College
football have been subjected
to one of the largest farces in
the long- history of sport: the
Bowl Championship Series. A
collection of four end-of-sea-
son Bowls and six major
Conferences who hold the
world of NCAA Division 1-A
football hostage.
This half-hearted attempt
to bring' legitimacy to each
season's champion. In 1997
(the last season before the
BCS appeared) the Michigan
Wolverines and the Nebraska
Cornhuskers shared the
national title.
Each team played in the
tradition bowls designated
for the winners of their
respective conferences.
Michigan beat Washington
State in the Rose Bowl, while
Nebraska pounded Tennessee
in the Orange Bowl.
When the dust settled
each was sitting* number one
in one of the two major polls.
Thus the national champi-
onship was split between the
two teams and the BCS was
given life.
Since the BCS was
brought in to settle disputes
about who are the US college
champs there have been six
Championship games:
1998: Tennessee vs. Florida
State. Tennessee enters and
leaves the game undefeated,
while Florida State only got
an invite because UCLA and
Kansas State each lost their
last game. Tennessee walks
all over a Florida State team
that shouldn't have been
playing for the national
championship. In other news,
mid-major school Tnlane
went undefeated.
1999: Florida State vs.
Virginia Tech. Watching
Michael Vick run was fun but
it seemed like Virginia Tech
was outclassed at every other
position. Florida State easily
wins. Both teams were unde-
feated coming* into the game.
Marshall University also fin-
ished the year undefeated.
2000: Oklahoma vs. Florida
State. The Oklahoma defense
embarrasses the "Noles
offense and wins the national
title for the Sooners.
Oklahoma should have been
facing Miami but somehow
this real clash of titans never
takes place.
2001: Miami vs. Nebraska. If
life is a poker game then in
this hand Miami was holding
a Royal Flush against
Nebraska's pair of twos. The
Cornhuskers got smacked
around and really shouldn't
have even been in the same
state as the Hurricanes.
Nebraska didn't even win
their own division, let alone
their own conference. Left on
the outside looking in: the
Oregon Ducks.
2002: Ohio State vs. Miami. A
great game which saw The
Ohio State beat the
Hurricanes in overtime. Both
teams are undefeated coming
into the game and deserve to
130
2008: LSU vs. Oklahoma. The
LSU Tigers defeated the
Sooners in a mistake filled
game. Both teams have one
loss entering play, but the
number one team in both
major polls, the University of
Southern California, isn't
playing in the "national title
game". USC ends the season
ranked number one in the AP
poll, while LSU is number
one in the coaches poll. A
split national championship.
The current BCS contract
expires after next season and
it maybe time for the long-
awaited playoff system
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I. Our ever-changing
lli#% work world needs
FANSHAWE people who care.
COLLEGE
* K
A post-graduate program offered at our St. Thomas/Elgin campus.
What is a Career Practitioner?
Career practitioners help people choose a career and
plan for career changes. They assist with job search
strategies, help individuals and businesses manage
downsizing, and help people make decisions about
life/work balance.
Where are the jobs?
There is a growing demand for Career Practitioners in
the private sector, in government, not-for-profits and in
schools. Many career practitioners start their own
business and serve a wide range of clients from
individuals to large organizations.
The Fanshawe College Career Practitioner post-
graduate program begins in September, 2004 and is
designed to meet the needs of those who are already
working in the field of counselling and those looking
for a new career direction.
To find out more about this full or part-time program,
and how prior education or experience can translate
into credits call:
Cathy Grondin
Employment Services Elgin
(519) 633-5200 ext. 232
Entertainment
The Chowy
Awards
An introspective look at the cinematic
atrocities inflicted upon the baying,
squalling masses, circa 2003
ERIC CHOW
Staff Writer
Although the most popular
season has just come and
gone, along with our hard-
earned savings, another is
fast approaching: the awards
season. This is the time of the
Emmys, the Golden Globes
and the Oscars.
However, these events are
a 'failure' in the sense that
they often overlook the cine-
matic masterpieces that are
Britney Spears' Crossroads
and Madonna's Swept Away.
After all, how can one recog-
nize a film's contribution to
academia if there is no vice to
compare? How does one rec-
ognize the auteuristic quali-
ties of a film such as Freddy
Got Fingered without assem-
bly-line produced movies
such as Citizen Kane or
Casablanca? As a
precursor to the announce-
ment of the nominations for
the Oscars, the Chowy
Awards will honor the 'best'
achievements in film, to
posthumously recognize the
'forgotten' cinematic art of
2003. 'Winners' will be deter-
mined for the following cate-
gories: Worst actor, worst
actress, worst picture, worst
director, worst adaptation,
worst remake or sequel. If
you are able to watch these
'winners' without cringing,
consider yourself a winner in
every sense of the word.
Worst Actor
Justin Guarini in From
Justin to Kelly
Reasoning: I feel that Justin
has given one of the worst
performances in movie histo-
ry. Why? He had all the
charisma of a totem pole;
although, some might argue
that he was not focused on
acting but rather singing.
However, there is no way to
rid a person's memory of the
'music' that was emitted from
his mouth. In fact, this 'need-
a haircut' hack has dumped
more garbage on to the
screen in one film than most
C-list actors would even
dream about in their life-
times. He might have been
able to live off his 15-minutes
of American Idol fame, but
instead he had the inclination
that he could also hack out a
film career. I kept coming
back to the question, "How
does a singer do such a poor
job of playing a singer based
on — himself?" It is beyond
human comprehension.
Worst Actress
Jennifer Lopez in Gigli
Reasoning: J-Lo can practi-
cally do it all: she can dance,
she can model, she can sing,
she can design clothes and
perfumes... so what can't she
do? In unison, every single
person will say: "Act!" In a
film that featured a stagger-
ing' amount of bad acting per-
formances, J Lo's woeful per-
formance made Ben Affleck
look like classic Pacino by
comparison. It didn't help
that J-Lo was copiously mis-
cast as a lesbian assassin-for-
hire who was brought into
the film to baby-sit the per-
petual screw-up and wannabe
thug Affleck (funny how art
often imitates life, doesn't
it?).
Her dialogue was truly
awful and unbearable to lis-
ten to, let alone watch. I
guess acting' skills just don't
go hand-in-handwith an eye-
candy body. There's just
something* about singers and
their acting. Something real-
ly bad.
Worst Director
Rob Zombie in House of
1000 Corpses
Reasoning: Sadly enough,
Rob Zombie was entirely
responsible for this movie.
One must ask: "What is the
purpose of the director?" The
most obvious answer is to
provide direction. I really
don't know how high you
should be to actually think
that this plot makes sense
and can be followed by our
MTV minds (believe me, I
tried to find a way to accom-
plish this near impossible
feat but without success).
The entire film seemed
like Rob Zombie merely tried
to string a few unrelated
scenes together and hoped
that the audience would be as
crazy as him. I have seen
home-videos with more plot
than House of 1000 Corpses.
Forcefully thrusting a bunch
of" colorful scenes onto audi-
ences does not a classic
make. Rule of thumb: if a
director is so cooked that he
thinks that he has 10 fingers
on one hand when he is mak-
ing a horror film, something
is going to be seriously
wrong with the end product.
Worst Adaptation
Cat in the Hat
Reasoning: Simply put, it was
an abomination. Even Paris
Hilton couldn't save this
bomb. Mike Myers? He had
no idea which direction he
was going' in this film, even if
he was given a compass.
The pathetic thing
1 about
Myers' acting in this film was
that his performance actually
convinced people that Paris
Hilton could act... for all five
seconds. Honestly, this movie
had a chance to be a hit. The
book on which Cat in the Hat
was based is a classic and has
enough depth to make a
worthwhile film. But between
Myers' over-the-top acting
style and the dollar store
sets, this adaptation has
managed to do the impossi-
ble: ruin the Dr. Seuss book
itself. One comes to the con-
clusion that this family film
might not be such a great
family film when its core
audience grows restless and
wants to go home rather than
watch the drab conclusion.
Worst remake or
sequel
Dumb and Dumberer
Reasoning: After watching
this film, there are two ques-
tions that I would like
answered. First, what is the
IQ of the moronic studio
executive that greenlig'hted
this waste of celluloid?
Second, was this person illit-
erate or did he/she simply not
read the script? This film was
a prequel to the comedic clas-
sic that is Dumb and Dumber,
whose main stars Jim Carrey
and Jeff Daniels are forever
immortalized for their
humourous characters. But
the problem is that one sim-
ply does not make a sequel
without the actual stars from
the original movie! You
might as well slot in Gary
Coleman and Lou Diamond
Phillips for Rush Hour 3.
True, Eric Christian Olsen
and Derek Richardson have
an uncanny resemblance to
Carrey and Daniels and their
impressions are close, but
who would want to pay $16
to watch someone imperson-
ate Jim Carrey?
Worst Picture
From Justin to Kelly
Reasoning: On my deathbed,
I will look back and wish that
I still had the two hours I
spent watching From Justin
to Kelly. If there has ever
been a film worse than this, I
must thank my lucky stars
that I was fortunate enough
to have missed it. Although
this movie did not begin quite
as badly as I had envisioned,
I had to realize that a film
that begins poorly never gets
any better as it progresses. In
fact, it can only get worse,
much worse. Good acting
means that the performance
does not appear to be faked
and looks as though it is
coming from the heart. For
bad acting, simply watch
From Justin to Kelly, hi fact,
the Guiness Book of World
Records states that From
Justin to Kelly is the fastest
DVD to go straight to coaster.
But the most pathetic fact
about this film is that a copy
was actually submitted to the
Academy Awards review
committee. Let us pray not
only for the film to lose, but
for our very souls. And let me
tell
you this, if this film actu-
ally wins an Oscar I will be
the first to withdraw from
Film Studies.
Contributed Photo
"Our careers are soulless mass-production, Justin... hold me tight!"
Did you like stuff? We liked stuff
Cordies reveal their favourite games,
albums and movies of 2003 in a
spectacular attempt to feel important
Top 5 Video
Game Releases
5. NBA Street, Volume 2
4. Def Jam Vendetta
3. Winning Eleven 6
International
2. Splinter Cell
1. Madclen 2004
Wilbur McLean
Editor In Chief
Top 5 Movie
Releases
5. X2: XMEN United
4. Identity
3. Dirty Pretty Things
2. American Splendor
1. Kill Bill, Volume 1
Bernard Dawson
Staff Writer
The REAL Top
5 Video Game
Releases (Plus
3 more for fun)
8. ESPN NHL Hockey
7. Def Jam Vendetta
6. Tony Hawk Pro Skater 4
5. Mario Kart: Double Dash
4. Legend of Zelda: The
Wind Waker
3. Viewtiful Joe
2. Star Wars: Knights of
the Old Republic
1. Soul Calibur II
Chris Clemens
Entertainment Editor
Top 9 Movie
Releases in
Completely
Arbitrary
Order
9. Love Actually
8. Return of the King
7. Kill Bill, Volume 1
6. Lost in Translation
5. Finding Nemo
4. Pirates of the Caribbean
3. Seabiscuit
2. Mystic River
1. Mona Lisa Smile
The Copy Editors
Top 5 Albums
That I Sneakily
Downloaded
Like a Bastard
5. Thursday - War All The
Time
4. Jay Z - The Black Album
3. A Perfect Circle - The
Thirteenth Step
2. Brand New - Deja
Entendu
1. Coheed & Cambria - In
Keeping' Secrets of Silent
Earth: 3
Christopher Clemens
FBI Cyber Crimes Fugitive
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The decade's finest
The ten sauciest hip-hop and rap
albums spanning from 1993 to 2003
AJ IAFRATE
Staff Writer
1. Notorious 8.1.G.
Ready to Die (1994)
Biggie seamlessly mixed
some incredibly diverse con-
cepts, becoming one of the
first artists to rap introspec-
tively about his gritty street
upbringing, his hunger for
success and eerily, his own
mortality on a single album.
Top Tracks: "The What" fea-
turing Method Man, "Juicy",
and the DJ Premier produced
"Unbelievable".
2. Nas
Ilimatic (1994)
Arguably the best produced
rap album of all time, 20-
year-old Nas somehow man-
aged to secure underground
heavyweight producers
Large Professor, Pete Rock,
DJ Premier, and Q-Tip for his
debut. Top Tracks:
"Halftime", "Memory Lane",
and the AZ assisted "Life's a
Bitch".
3. Jay-Z
Reasonable Doubt (1996)
Jay built on the foundation
laid by Biggie, creating
street-themed tales of hus-
tling fused with an incredible
talent for churning out witty
and complex lyrics. The part-
nership between the two
artists on "Brooklyn's Finest"
marks one of the more mem-
orable rap collaborations of
all time. Top Tracks: "'Friend
or Foe", "Can't Knock the
Hustle", and "Brooklyn's
Finest" featuring Biggie.
4. Gangstarr
Moment of Truth (1998)
Hip-hop legends Guru and
DJ Premier's most complete
album to date. They strayed
slightly away from the jazzy
sound that dominated their
earlier albums and the move
paid dividends as Primo
cemented his status as one of
the best producers ever. Top
Tracks: "Militia" featuring
Freddie Foxx and Big Shug,
"You Know My Steez", and
"The Rep Grows Bigga".
5. 2Pac
Me Against the World (1995)
It was mostly downhill for
'Pac after this alburn. He
became a shadow of his for-
mer self after signing with
Death Row and the socially
active, humbleartist sudden-
ly became a caricature of the
problem with rap today,
showing only flashes of his
earlier brilliance. Naturally,
the hip-hop community still
weeps over his lost potential.
Me Against the World remains
the most personal, introspec-
tive album 2Pac ever created.
Top Tracks: "Dear Mama" and
"So Many Tears".
6. Snoop Doggy Dogg
Doggy style (1993)
Fresh off the success of Dr.
Ore's 1992 classic, "The
Chronic", Snoop's debut
became one of the most high-
ly anticipated albums in
music history. Snoop's breezy
flow over Ore's atmospheric
beats would make a non-
smoking non-drinker want
to spark one up and crack
open a 40 of Old E. Top
Tracks: "Gin and Juice",
"Murder Was the Case" and
"What's My Name?"
7. Wu-Tang Clan
Enter the 38 Chambers
(1993)
The success of this dark,
often eerie, album has pro-
pelled several Wu members to
solid solo careers. Raekwon,
The Genius, and Ghostface
have all released excellent
albums. The Clan is an influ-
ential success story, branch-
ing into movies with Wu
leader RZA crafting the
soundtrack for several recent
films including Quentin
Tarantino's latest, Kill Bill,
and Method Man teaming
with Redman for the enjoy-
able flick "How High". Top
Tracks: "Method Man",
"C.R.E.A.M." and "Protect Ya
Neck".
8. Ice Cube
Lethal Injection (1993)
This release marked the end
of Ice Cube's string of excep-
tional solo album releases
which began with his classic
solo debut "Amerikkka's
Most Wanted" and continued
with "Death Certificate" and
"Predator". Top Tracks: The
visual "Ghetto Bird", "When I
Get to Heaven" and "Make It
Ruff", which featured an
entertaining back and forth
sequence between Cube and
K-Dee.
9. Mobb Deep
Hell On Earth (1996)
Somehow, Prodigy and Havoc
of Mobb Deep managed to
improve after dropping- the
incredible "Infamous", only a
year earlier. "Hell On Earth"
contained some awesome
guest spots from Nas,
Cormega, Raekwon. and
Method Man, as well as a
harsh, thinly veiled diss
track aimed at 2Pac. Top
Tracks: "Drop a Gem on Em",
"Give It Up Fast" and
"Bloodsport".
10. Cormega
The True Meaning (2002)
The former Nas protege final-
ly outgrew the pathetic
attempts at 'getting back' at
Nas after their falling* out
and his album shines for it.
Mega shows off his true love
for hip-hop, espousing
respect for the pioneers while
at the same time advancing-
and improving on his own
style. While the superficial
battle between Nas and Jay-Z
was raging on, Cormega kept
it far simpler; openly
acknowledging that he has
no aspirations of being a rap
king, only a deep-rooted
desire to be a respected mem-
ber of the hip-hop communi-
ty. Top Tracks: "Therapy",
"Endangered Species" and
the brilliantly crafted
Alchemist gem "Legacy".
Contributed Photo
When Tupac is resurrected, his first action will undoubtedly be to
take revenge on The Cord for relegating his album to fifth place
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The triumph of
the Ring's King
KYLE FRANCIS
Cord Entertainment
In any given film, the final
portion of the plot tends to be
packed with the most dra-
matic events and action. The
Return of the King is the con-
cluding 1 installment of Peter
Jackson's adaptation of
J.R.R. Tolkien's fantasy epic
and is certainly the most
intense and
exciting- of the
three films.
The action is
non-stop and
the battles are
of such incredi-
ble scale that it
makes the bat-
tle of Helm's
Deep in The Two
Towers seem comparable to a
fourth grade school-girl
scrap. From Minas Tirith to
Minas Morgul, the movie is a
continuousbattle for survival
in an attempt to stop
Sauron's destruction of
Middle Earth.
Accompanying the con-
stant action are the emotions
of the characters involved,
which are consistently
intense. Their expressions
and mannerisms tug at the
viewer's heartstrings in a
way that is easily accom-
plished through the relation-
Frodo and Sam are
not, in fact, lovers
despite their
constant intimate
weeping
ships built between the mem-
bers of the Fellowship during
the previous two films.
The recreation of the
locales in Return of the King is
a notable accomplishment in
itself. Peter Jackson did a
fantastic job in his depiction
of the scenery, creating the
locations that I had so vividly
pictured in my mind's eye in
an astounding'ly accurate
manner.
However, I must question
the content from the original
book that Jackson chose to
negate and include. His
attempt to conform to typical
Hollywood conventions
resulted in the removal of the
somewhat anti-climactic, but
essential to the story,
Scouring of the Shire plot ele-
ment. In its place, he felt it
necessary to include Sam's
wedding to Rosie to reassure
the audience that Frodo and
Sam are not, in
fact, lovers
despite their
constant inti-
mate weeping.
There was
also no refer-
ence to the heal-
ing power of the
true King', and
the miniscule
reference to the bondbetween
Faramir and Eowyn was not
enough to satisfy my need
for a concrete conclusion to
her thread of the story.
Overall, the film will
amaze newcomers and simul-
taneously impress and disap-
point fans of the novel. I can-
not help but wonder if these
negations were done pur-
posefully because now I am
guaranteed to pick up a copy
of the extended version in the
future in hopes of satisfying
my need for scouring good-
ness.
Intense pondering sessions split the action in Return of the King
with questions like "Who is the King?" and "Where is he returning
from?"
Lush scenery and juicily rendered horses were
two of Return of the
King's big draws that led to spectacular
box office success
Gigantic elephants were also an integral factor, effectively replacing
the movie's "cute cuddly animal" quotia with murderous tusk beasts
I don't really know whafs hap-
pening here. Bonding, perhaps
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'"Brass buttons on your coat hold the
cofd
'In the shape ofa heart that they cut out of stone
You're
using
all
your
looks that you've thrown from
the start
if you let me have my way, '1 swear
TIC tear you apart
Cause it's all you can he
'
You're a drunk and you're scared"
Do you know these spankingly original lyrics? Sing them in
the shower perhaps? Be the first to send an email with the
song and artist name to wluentertainment@yahoo, ca and I'll
put your name in the next issue, plus you'll get a free CD that
the nice record labels haven't been giving to me!
Last week:
Well, ray email went all crazy and scrambled so 1 figured it
would be nice to just start the contest again with the new
year. I take pleasure in the muttered curses of everyone who
may have guessed that last issue's lyric of the week was
Massive Attack's "Dissolved Girl", and tip my hat to y'all.
- C fir is, (Entertainment (Editor
Do you want to see more in
Cord Entertainment than just
movie or music reviews?
Write it yourself, bastards!
But first, email me:
wluentertainment@vahoo.oa
FREE
glasses or contacts... BIIY ONE Get
details in store.
FF^.EE^
EYEGLASSES OR CONTACTS
Buy one complete pair of eyeglasses
H or soft contact lenses at regular
price, and get a second pair FREE.
One Hour service on most
asses anc* contact lenses.
1 50 University Ave. W.
Campus Court Plaza,
9m (comer of Philip and University)
January
Maybe its time...
to meet some new friends
JOIN NOW! 3 Months for $99
Waterloo Kitchener Coed Kitchener Fairway
140 Columbia St. W. 25 Frederick St. 589 Fairway Road
(519) 747-1044 (519) 744-6262 (519) 576-7744
GoodLife
FITNESS CLUBS
Makes it easy
Call 1-800-597-1 FIT for the club nearest you!
or visit our website at www.goodlifefitness.com
Offer expires January 31, 2004. Valid Student ID required. Nominal administrativefees apply.
Celebrity scandals we don't need
Chris
Clemens
Semi-formal
Entertainment
Editor
Many centuries
from now, a
partial representative
from
the scattered remnants of
humanity will probably be
flipping through the
Children's Big Book of
Human History and fatefully
come to an abrupt halt at the
year
2003. The first reaction
of this cybertronic spaceman
will be: "Hah! Look at these
stupid humans in their flim-
sy flesh-suits!"'
The second
thing that
will undoubtedly
flit across his biologically
engineered mind is "Wow, the
archaic media from this
annum sure was obsessed
with a bunch of stupid,
celebrity scandal crap."
And our futuristic friend
is right. Over the past year
we have taken an increasing-
ly twisted and bizarre inter-
est in the concentrated
garbage that sifts from the
cesspools of Hollywood, turn-
ing the most mundaneevents
into explosive watercooler
conversation simply because
of their connections with the
unattainable world of fame
and fortune. When contrived
grasps for public attention
and the tired antics of wan-
ing celebrities are on the
tongues of an entire conti-
nent for months at a time,
one has to wonder where the
mysterious allure for such
scandal lies.
Regardless of motivation,
2003 was a year full of
ridiculous events revolving
around the entertainment
industry that we foolishly
glued our attentions to.
Looking back to last year, I
can honestly identify with
the imaginary future-cyborg
in his revulsion of these for-
mer 'hot topics',
Consequentially, I have
deemed the following enter-
tainment scandals to be the
official "Top Four Worstest
Attention Grabbers of" 2003".
We can call it the Chrissy
Awards if you want, I don't
really care,
4. Courtney Love gets messed
up on drugs and goes streak-
ing
Wow, here's a surprise.
Love's tiresome addictions
merely serve to highlight her
cultural irrelevance after
dropping out of the
"Hollywood makeover" pro-
gram that replaced her
junkie grunge-queen image.
Now she's slipping back into
her old ways and nobody
should really care anymore
given her longtime absence
from musical prominence.
Love's nudity is nothing new
either - I saw it all before at
Edgefest. Courtney's shtick is
definitely tired and I'm start-
ing to think that she killed
Kurt Cobain again.
3. Paris Hilton's nightcam sex
tape
So what do you get when
you take one of the most
iiß.taien.ted rich princesses in
the world and film her hav-
ing 1 uninspired sex for a few
minutes? One of the hottest
tickets on the internet,
apparently. To be honest, this
video is sortie of the worst
pornography that I have ever
witnessed. The nightcam
makes both participants look
like freakish green aliens
with flashing demon eyes
and as I watched these mon-
strosities awkwardly fumble
their way through a variety
of positions, I could definitely
recall feeling a sense of
apprehensive fear rather
than any kind of arousal. The
infuriating part about this
whole deal is that Paris
Hilton has been offered all
kinds of television roles since
the tape's release, apparently
implying that females can
get just about anywhere in
entertainmentonce they have
been objectified, and have
then suitably repented.
Maybe the Hilton family's
immense wealth has some-
thing to do with the issue,
but what a bizarre blow
against feminism. For the
love of God, don't bother
watching this video.
2. Michael Jackson under
suspicion for pedophelia...
again
Now. you may think that
Jackson would have learned
that sleeping in beds with
youths, and openly prescrib-
ing this as an enjoyable and
harmless activity, is socially
unacceptable from many
from, his previous jaunts with
the child molestation circuit.
When people are actually
telling you "Hey, I think it's
pretty messed up how you
and my child were lying
under the covers together," it
is a reasonable assumption
that you would clue into the
fact that your values are
wildly skewed from those of
the rest of the Western hemi-
sphere. However, this is
apparently not the case. We
need to just accept that the
new, racially hybrid Michael
is demented and stop making
such a big deal about it (pos-
sibly excepting the parents of
those kids).
1. Britney and Madonna and
Christina, oh my!
So it's apparently 'hip' and
'cool' to have bisexual tenden-
cies in Hollywood now. with
Madonna's much touted kiss-
ing of Christina Aguilera and
Britney Spears on MTV
spawning endless debate and
skyrocketing prepubescent
excitement. Some may argue
that the act was an indication
of increasingly liberal main-
stream views on sex, but I
saw an aging' automaton of
shock value transferring' the
mantle of trendy pop-culture
sexuality to two ideal candi-
dates who immediately began
tearing into each other in the
weeks following the kissing.
The act had nothing* to do
with love or genuine emo-
tion, but rather the right to
pose as the biggest slut for
the gratification of their wan-
ing audiences.
The kiss had
nothing to do with
love or genuine
emotion, but rather
the right to pose as
the biggest slut for
the gratification of
waning audiences
As their public arguments
escalated, the two pop-tarts
began a randy catfight about
who had stolen the idea
(read: image) from who.
Guess what? Apparently you
can't copyright the 'novel'
idea of same-sex kissing. As
one of the most contrived acts
of desperation in recent mem-
ory. this public make-out ses-
sion definitely needs to be
pushed to the back of our
social consciousness.
While I'm sure that we'll be
plagued with similarly
ridiculous themes of celebrity
misdeeds and ploys for atten-
tion in the future
,
I can only
hope that the market which
thirsts for such stories
begins to dwindle. Maybe
people will one day realize
that everyone has problems -
even the famous. Rather than
adhering- to the storylines
and scandals that revolve
around celebrities, we should
start using- our gritty deter-
mination and inquisitiveness
to improve our own lives
instead of vicariously living
through Hollywood's stars.
Contributed Photo
Paris Hilton is rocketing to star-
dom via the Pam Anderson route
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Are you 19 yet?
All Ages University Night
Every Tuesday from 7 p.m. - close
Cdoolts)
good times, good friends
EXTRA BONUS: Students pay for one hour get
the 2nd hour FREE Tuesdays torn open to close
Note; University or College ID required if underthe age of 19.
35 University Ave. E.
Waterloo, ON
N2J2V9
(519)805-1436
mw. doolysMterloo.com
■■■%& $$"■ IB 'ill |1111111 I ■ I I I I I Br MIII F * V
CANADA
This is your last opportunity!
ACT NOW if you want to be part of your class
composite and to be included in the yearbook.
Book online at clublaurierca and use the quicklink or call 744-1146
Thursday January 8.2004
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****-'" |&> House for Rent Teach English Overseas SUN TRAVEL DEALS
Sew What?
I W HI» 11, i House for rent 33 High Street. 10 Jobs $$ Guaranteed-Great Pay. Reading Week (Feb) to Cancun, Need jeans shortened, buttons
min walk to WLU. Licenced student TESOL Certified 5 days in-class Acapulco,
Cuba, Dominican etc or replaced, or a patch put on your
Places For Rent house for 6 $330-360 per month. (Dec. 17-21), on-line or by corre-
Montreal at New Years. Book Now favourite pants? Call and make
an
Look4aPlace.com Lease May-April. Call 884-4164 spondence. FREE Information
and Save!! StudentTravel appointment with Stephanie @
Local Rent Search Site. Many -— Seminar Nov. 13 @ 7pm Guelph: Specialists!
Guaranteed lowest 497-5323. Most alterations
places 4U 2 View. House for Rent Ramada Hotel and Conference price
returned within four days
House for rent 307 Leicester Street, Center, 716 Gordon Str. FREE
Thames Travel (Todd) 1-800-962-
—
Brand New StudentHousing 5 min walk to WLU. Licenced stu- INFOPACK:
8262 ust Tu^e°
19
*
.
4 Bedrooms, excellent location - dent house for 7 $350-380 per l -888-270-2941orglobaltesol.com -
Do you like tree stuff? Log on to
close to everything, washer/dryer.
month. Lease May-April. Call 884- IwJ DlsD■'■■■
www.ofage.com for your free birth-
new dishwasher/fridge/stove, gas
4164 Part-Time Work
h
°9nnnnfi
heated (cheap bills), air condition- Paid part-time support worker
_
on es o e .
ing, parking, huge patio. Perfect for Rooms
Available positions available in various resi-
Bessie s Dressmakers
„
students. Only one place left. Call Student in new house less than dential settings for individuals with
Alterations for women and men, 22 MCAT, O , AT, PCAT, Soap
741-7724. www.acdev.ca for more one block to WLU campus has developmental challenges. Every
King Street S., Waterloo, between arvrag
information rooms available for Fall 2004. Call second weekend and/or relief O.W. Sports
and Home Hardware. Correspondence/self study pro-
589-9855. hours. Generally 8 or 12 hour Open Monday
to Friday, 9:00 to gram single-subject seminars on
House for Rent shifts. Experience an asset. Send
5:30 Saturday to 2:00, 519-747- Study packages for
5 Bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms,
l
*.
41
resume to Don Mader c/o K-W
3565. MCA
,
OAT, PCAT. Complete
excellent location, washer/dryer, JRI p& Habilitation Services, 108 Sydney
se ?", ?°i
C
h
Pra(? lce
clean house, parking, close to gro-
UriMMM/ Street South Kitchener. ON. N2G Mustan Computer Systems Inc. with detailed answer keys For
eery store and many other ameni-
2V2
A solution for all your computer about each
ties. $347/mnth Goes fast Call Job Fair Interviews Minimum8 month committment
needs by Microsoft and CompTIA test, dates, locations, cost, ship-
"
' Come home to our camp familv for
Certified Professionals. New and p.ng charges, refund policy and
the summer of your life - Camp I
USed ComP
uter Sales - uPgr
n
ades deta.led informationabout study
Room for Rent Wayne, northeast Pennsylvania,
i 191 and Services. Brand name Parts packages please visit website
$350 share very nice house with USX. Counselor-Specialists all
!■■■■■■■■ and Accessories Student dis- com or caU toll
one or two others. Laundry, park- Land/Water Sports inc. Tennis, Reading
Week Travel Specials
counts Home delivery available. free at 1-866-408-1572Ask for
ing, cable, quiet friendly accepting
Golf, Soccer. Outdoor Adventure: Cancun and Dominican Republic
m
OO „
C
tc
T
aVC
atmosphere. Prefer serious/mature camping, mountain biking, climb from $1044 (triple).
All-inclusive Waterloo, 22 King Street Sou .
student. 570-3621 or ing ropes. Roller Hockey, Rocketry, beachfront hotels. Departures from
between O.W. Sports and Home |
kkathy@sgci.com Fine Arts, Theatre, Radio, Video. Toronto on Feb 11,12,13,14 & 15.
Hardware. Serving you Monday to
CDL drivers. Wait Staff and more. Todd @ Thames Travel 1-800-962-
Saturday, 9:ooam to B.oopm.
Houses for Rent Graduating RN's, RN's, Nurse 8262, www.thamestravel.com.
Telephone: 746-3025 Laura,
3+4+s+6+7+B bedroom houses for Practitioners for our Health Centre. Lowest Price Guaranteed!
—
7—
—— "
; „ , , „
rent. All close to WLU. All have Interviews in conjunction with 4-
Need Storage (Waterloo) Can we have a new computer?
laundry and lots of parking. All are
School Job Fair, Wed. Feb. 4. Earn READING WEEK GETAWAYS
Indoor all sizes $39.95,
clean and well kept. For viewing,
US dollars, visa reimbursement. Daytona Beach from $99.00/pe-
$44.95 call Hairy, KW
Safe Bryn Boyce
please call James or Mark 575- Let's get the ball rolling now! son! Acapulco
from $1199.00/pe- Storage
570-0985, 136 Moore
6321 or 575-6313 Online application www.camp- son, all inclusive! Plus more great
Avenue S, Waterloo. Laura,
wayne.com. Email info@camp- specials! Stop by Travel Cuts and
Room for Rent wayne.com, 1-888-549-2963,516- see Marci in the Fred Nichols
Please.
3 Minute walk from campus, mas-
883-3067. Campus Centre, 3rd Floor or call
yll Royce
ter bedroom of a 5 bedroom house, 886-8228 x 212
includes parking space, laundry
and dishwasher.
January Start - PROGRAM STATUS j| • '
■ Business (Enterprise Business), Fenneil, two years*
■ Business-Accounting non co-op, Fennell, two years*
*
*%
■ Business - Marketing non co-op, Fennell, two years*
■ Insurance, Fennell, two years*
■ Business Administration, Fennell, three years '&8P ||
■ Computer Systems Technician - Web Applications, co-op and non co-op, Fennell, lip- jf
■ Computer Systems Technician - Network Systems, Fennell, non co-op, two
■ Electrical Eng. Technician - Power, Stoney Creek, two years* Igjißi
■ Instrumentation Eng. Technician - Industrial, Stoney Creek, two years* jBL
■ General Arts and Science, Fennell, Brantford, two years* £% )
■ Recreation and Leisure Services, Fennell, two years*
■ Law and Security Administration - Private Security, Brantford, two ; V\W^
■ Personal Support Worker, Brantford campus, eighteen weeks
■ Police Foundations, Brantford, two years .
■ E-Commerce Business to Business Specialist (post-diploma),
J
February Start - PROGRAM STATUS *J* * |f||L®> J^'J
■ Utilities Systems Operator, Stoney Creek, one year
;
' MijJ&r *
■ Personal Support Worker, Institute for Applied Health "*:5 mr
Sciences, eighteen weeks jrjj|| y
■ Office Administration-Executive, Fennell, two years* (wait
Jjr
■ Office Administration - Legal, Fennell, two years* (wait list)
■ Office Administration - Medical, Fennell, two years* (wait
■ Tourism and Travel, Fennell, two years* ' 1;„
_ „
.ttHn"' IHi :>.i
Applications should be submitted to:
*fast-track program - completion date: April, 2005 Ontario College Application Services
60 Corporate Court, Box 810, Guelph, Ontario NIGSJ3 |
Phone (519) 763-4725 or 888-892-2228
IV \ | A\ fax (519) 763-4866 apply online www.ontariocolleges.ca ;
J_ ￿ J. JL / \ W 1\ For program information, please call
~
~r
~
~
~
„
Mohawk College, Admissions Office (905) 575-2000
C (J L L t Cj h
or from Brantford (519) 759-7200 ext. 2000 or
Get tO WOrk, Faster fax (905) 575-2392 or email admissions@mohawkcollege.ca;
~
web site www.mohawkcollege.ca j |
: ] x
Arts
If you can stop smoking, then...
3. Watchez-vous francais? Just this once
THOMAS THOMPSON
Special Projects Editor
Often, when you go to see a
movie, you are not sure what
to expect. Will you be riveted
by fast paced action? Will you
laugh so hard that you start
to cry? Or will you be caught
counting sheep? To be hon-
est, when I went to see Denys
Arcand's "The Barbarian
Invasions," I didn't know
what to expect. But even at
the end I really didn't know
what to feel or how to ration-
alize this work.
The basic premise of this
film deals with a hospitalized
dying man Remy (Remy
Girard), a character from
Arcand's "The Decline of the
American Empire" released
in 1986. The film encounters
sexuality, marriage and infi-
delity amongst a group of
eight intellectual friends at a
cottage.
Initially, Remy, a history
professor and self-professed
radical, socialist and sexually
liberated individual is being-
tended to by his ex-wife
Louise (Dorothee Berryman),
who convinces their son
Sebastian, a wealthy invest-
ment banker, to come home
from London to be with his
estranged father during his
last days.
Immediately, the audience
is delved into a plot of con-
flicting values, social state-
ments and a parade of inter-
esting characters and friends
from Remy's past.
Tension and conflict exist
between Sebastian and Remy,
especially their conflicting
values as Sebastian tries to
defy the standards of the
overstrained Quebec health-
care system in order to get
better treatment for his
father.
"I voted for this." Remy
proclaims after his son
pleads for him to go to the
United States for better care.
However, this doesn't stop
Sebastian from manipulating
the situation, by literally
bribing the hospital adminis-
tration and the union to give
his father a private room on
an unused floor.
Immediately, the
audience is thrown
into a plot of
conflicting values,
social statements,
and a parade of
unique characters
This defiance goes even
further when Sebastian uses
the daughter of one of his
father's mistresses to procure
heroin to ease his suffering.
Finally, Sebastian arranges
one last trip to a cottage with
his father's friends to more or
less celebrate Remy's life
before he is euphemised with
an overdose.
Amidst this plot a state-
ment about September 11th is
introduced when a commen-
tary about the destruction of
the two towers is overheard.
The commentator makes a
remark along the line that
the barbarians are no longer
being held at bay and that
they are now amongst us.
There is a constant layer
of political and social com-
mentary interwoven into the
story. Remy himself, after
discussing with his friends
about the different ideologies
(the -ists and -isms) that
influenced their generation
makes a similar warning
about the barbarians- imply-
ing that Sebastian is their
prince.
That is not to say that there
weren't light hearted
moments and a touch of good
comedy especially when
Remy and his friends discuss
their sexuality and his fan-
tasies. Overall, it was a com-
plex work that despite its
intricacies keeps you fixed on
the screen but I found in try-
ing to string the subliminal
themes and ideas it is mind-
boggling.
I don't think it's harsh to
say that Areand took on a lot
with this film, but it seems to
be an individual choice if it
was or wasn't too much. It
definitely was an interesting'
experience.
Contributed Photo
Dealing with death is difficult,
even in a romantic language
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4« Produce International Careers
\Afhpfhpr it ic joe bauman TfcjlChlllg English!
VV liclllcl 11 io Cord Arts 5, Thousand* of New Jobs Ev«ry Mortal
poetry, painting, ..
a tender sole
or bedazzline uinaßi fe winter, January 7)-25. (Evg.n end Wki}
...the savage seas
*"'
0t Wilfrid lourier Univ^mty,
your own T-shirt, untamed
and uncharted by one comforting vessel Wed, TWs,
r
cmd Fri., 6:00 pm-10:00 pm
11 CP \7Aiir nwn
...the dissonant beating and broken pump .
Sol, Oftd Sun., 9.00 om to 5,30 pm.
WoC yVUL U WII that desires its other half to cherish, embrace, To register W Hr>© ©pen house on Jonuory qot
creativity vault to
ancl help ree
'
ula,e lts tooonsistent »ulse
calx 1-888-246-6512 i^ii^ina^io-eom
• i...acrisp leaf |_BB
come up witn desiring a branch to ever grasp onto,
1 .
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something all
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<
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VOlir OWn T~TPV lacking illumination to emanate klr _
*
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look at those kids
...a smooth stone
•
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,
112 D J
lying Oil the ocean bed, I ■ Complete 30-Hour Seminars
in School OJ ROCK: blanketed by the frigid tide, I . . ■ Proven Test-Taking Strategies
UAII
1 •<-
awaiting a means Of returning to shore
KM. leacher I raining Courses
. PerSonalized Professional Instruction
VOU TOO Ct\T\ HIT I ■ Intensive 60-Hour Program
„ , . , J wJ \JKA- IvU lJ.lt I
.
■ Comprehensive Study Materials
..
1 . .
...someone I ■ Classroom Management Techniques
the hi PTimP escaping rationality, reason and fear, I ■ Detailed Lesson Planning
■ Simulated Practice Exams
O
*
in search of a new home [__ . .
T u- m .
•
i
■ Free Repeat Policy
outside a bleach, emotional wasteland. I
ompre ensive eac ing a ena s
■ Personal Tutoring Available
I ■ Internationally Recognized Certificate
5T
9
J- 111 ■ j°b Guarantee Included
" Thousands of Satisfied Students
.
Listen, look, learn
n 1 j-1 j.' 1 'j.l 11-800-269-6719/ 416-924-3240
416-924-3240
Sample other creative expressions along with your own J.'J.'JiA I .j.iJ.ujwrnffwaww
The Robert langen Art Gallery . .
_
Blueprints of the Universe / - jb
Wednesday, January 7 from 4to 5 p.m. <
Deliver^
Matthew fryan Varey
' CtUIZnOS S«B
On display: January 6 to 31. .
t _ JB .
< THE BEST SANDWHICH YOU WILL EVER EAT! >
Jeremy Ml, violm; \ 112
Margaret fray, violoncello; Join usfora
r friendly
lunch.
Elizabeth frawiotsos, harpsichord
featuring the -sandwhich of the month'
January 1X 2004 Wed - Sat - Open till $ AM
Maureen Forrester Recital Hall
" 1 AM £■ MOW ' TUCS - 12 AM
°o
you DO art? Wanna share YOUR talents with the rest
1 Z\o king street worth (at University)
Of Laurier? Then join the Cord Arts team! Visit us on the fhflOlHfl nhll'® Mfflkfolllh)
3rd floor of the FNCC or email cord@wlusp.com for more
IUWIUt prill o WljrilvlUU/
information. Remember, art and you means good times. 886-7897
New Year's Arts resolutions...
Along with your diet and vow to stop smoking, here are five beginning-of-the-year possibilities
that are far less painful than an hour on the treadmill and will definitely not cause withdrawl
1. Picture things outside the box
MATT BENASSI
Photo Manager
The photo on the right shows a technique
called solarization, which captures a picture
halfway in-between a positive and a
negative. A different look at a statue holding
up a couple of birds at McMaster's campus.
2. Bypass the shelved Shopaholic for Islam
A book review on Irshad Manji's The
Trouble With Islam- the new year is
a perfect time for a hard-hitting read
KATIE WEST
Arts Editor
I have to admit, when scan-
ning- the shelves at Chapters,
I would generally be less
inclined to pick up The
Trouble with Islam: A Wake-
Up Call for Honesty and
Change than I would some-
thing' with the words "confes-
sions' or 'shopaholic:*
Confessions of a Shopaholic-
even better. I don't even like
shopping, I think I'm just
hesitant about picking up
such a "heavy" title. The
trouble and Trouble with
Islam is that it carries the
significant, but intimidating
baggage of religion, history
and human rights; judging
by the cover of Shopaholic,
the only baggage involved is
Gucci and pink.
Speaking of covers,
Irshad Manji's book has a
strip of the text title, "The
Trouble with Islam" wrapped
around its centre, strategical-
ly placed directly over her
mouth. Largely metaphori-
cal, this visual suggests that
the trouble with Islam is that
it silences, rather than
accepts questions, it encour-
ages prayer, but not propos-
als of inherent doctrinal
problems.
Manji's book is a 237-page
letter addressed to ''My
Fellow Muslims" that asks
Muslims to take an introspec-
tive look at the fundamentals
and followings of their teach-
ings. as she raises the ques-
tion, "Is Islam more narrow-
minded than the rest of the
world's religions?" Attacking
this question head-on, Manji
fleshes out the possibility
that perhaps the Koran's per-
fection and its absoluteness
of definition (among other
things) actually dehuman-
izes Jews and subjugates
women. She suggests that its
holy words should not be
taken literally at every step
of the way, but should be able
to be read in a contemporary
context.
"Who else but the
Muslims can be
held accountable
for these atroci-
ties? The Roman
Church? Try again
The Jews? Sorry,"
Beading like a textbook
that is for once not painful to
read, Manji's style is quick,
sharp and in your face. With
clever alliterative
phrases,("no trailblazing tol-
erated," the "incarceration of
interpretation"), she stitches
her argument together with
tightly woven words and a
seamless train of thought.
From her succinct histori-
cal accounts, names, dates
and pages of bibliography,
Manji has clearly done her
homework. This combination
of thoroughness and intensi-
ty makes her smart and
scary, making her official
title the woman I would least
like to be angry with
me. Her
style is concise and her
words are sarcastic, taking
on a biting tone at times: in
response to the
closed mind-
ed "atrocities" regarding the
rigid adherence to a single
interpretation of Islam, Manji
asks, "Who else but the
Muslims can be held account-
able for these atrocities? The
Roman Church? Try again.
The Jews? Sorry. MTV? Not
yet. Guess who's left?" Yikes.
I hope I'm not left. She speaks
her mind and is not a woman
who will shut up and take
anything, she embodies the
end result of what she is
fighting for. she is outspo-
ken. independent, and brash.
Manji's vision is the
return of ijtihad, the Islamic
tradition of independent rea-
soning to update religion's
practices in a contemporary
context. It seems, though,
that her proposed reforms
are attached to the end of an
already solid attack on Islam.
Her proposals for an Islamic
reform, such as grassroots
female eiitrepreneurship,
seem like an extension of the
book, with her answers being
said less assertively than her
questions. Understandably
so, because it is easier to spot
the problem than it is to treat
it.
At its base, this book begs
Muslims and its readers, to
ask questions: questions
about what you are taught,
what is right, and why you
believe what you do, instead
of blindly swallowing some-
one else's spoon-fed instruc-
tions.
This pattern of considera-
tion instead of complacency
transcends race, religion,
class and age. Her message is
loud, strong and
well spoken
throughout the book, per-
haps this is why on her web-
site, www.muslim-
refusenik.com, has posted
this: Globe and Mail has
described her [as]: "A pro-
gressive, media-savvy voice
for a new generation and
someone you'd definitely like
to party with"- party
with,
yes... argue with, no.
Contributed Photo
Manji's book is now available at the WLU Bookstore, so you might
as
well pick it up while you spend your life savings on course
material
28 Arts Thursday January B.2nm
